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FLORIDA - GEORGIA TRACTOR COMPANY 

WAYCROSS, GA., Phone 116 JACKSONVILLE, FLA., Phone 7-8408 

LAKELAND, FLA., Phone 4608 MIAMI, FLA., Phone 3-7806 

In addition to a sales force, we have Service and Parts Depots located at the above points in order 
to assure owners of International TracTracTors, Industrial Wheel-Type Tractors and Power Units re¬ 
ceiving prompt and efficient service on their equipment. Due to shortage of experienced mechani¬ 
cal assistance and delays encountered in receiving parts shipments during the past few years, our 
service, at times, has been considerably below par. As we approach more normal times and as rap¬ 
idly as changed conditions will permit this situation will be corrected. Your continued patron¬ 
age will be appreciated. 
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Ingersoll-Rand Compressors-Jackhamers 
Rosco Distributors 
Cedar Rapids Asphalt Plants 


We also handle many other popular lines of construction and industrial machinery in addition to 
a complete stock of rebuilt equipment for rent or sale. 


Sales Representatives located 

WAYCROSS, GEORGIA—JACKSONVILLE, TALLAHASSEE, LAKELAND, TAMPA, ORLANDO AND 

MIAMI, FLORIDA 
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CONTRACT AWARDED 
FOR FOOD LOCKER 

A New York concern has been 
awarded the contract for construction 
of a $50,000 food storage locker plant 
in Bradenton. Nicholas Monaco will 
be general manager for the company. 

The plant will be erected on lots 
near the Bradenton business district 
which the company purchased from 
the city several months ago. 

Monaco said the contract calls for the 
construction of the building, refrigera¬ 
tion and other equipment required for 
the frozen food and locker plant. 

The food locker and processing plant 
will be one of the most complete in 
Florida, affording facilities for the 
storing of vegetables and meats for use 
the year around. 



OUR COVER PICTURE 

Thomas A. Johnson, chairman of 
Florida State Road Department, who 
was honor guest at a banquet in Pen¬ 
sacola October 7, when the Escambia 
Club of Young Democrats presented 
him with a trophy as the outstanding 
Democrat of 1944 in that section. Story 
on page 9. 


Old and New Governors 
To Attend C. of C. Meeting 

A past governor, the present gover¬ 
nor and the future governor of Flor¬ 
ida will address the annual meeting of 
the Florida State Chamber of Com¬ 
merce at the Tampa Terrace Hotel, 
Tampa on December 4-5, according to 
Carl D. Brorein, chairman of the pro¬ 
gram committee. 

Former Governor Doyle E. Carlton 
will be the toastmaster at the annual 
banquet in the Palm Room of the hotel 
on the night of December 4. 

Governor Spessard L. Holland will 
deliver the keynote address Decem¬ 
ber 4, using the theme of the meeting 
“Florida Tots Up 100 Years of Prog¬ 
ress,” as his subject. 

Democratic nominee for governor, 
Millard Caldwell will be the principal 
speaker at the banquet. He is expected 
to discuss the years ahead of Florida at 
the beginning of her second century of 
statehood. 


Fighter pilots obtain brief surges of 
extra power for combat by pushing a 
button which injects water into their 
air-cooled engines, cooling the cylin¬ 
ders, cutting down detonation and per¬ 
mitting leaner gas mixtures. 


The Governor of North Carolina is 
the only governor in the Union with¬ 
out the power of legislative veto. 


Opium was administered by the an¬ 
cient Chinese before operations. 
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He’s one of the finest and one upon whom we 
set great store in these strenuous days of war¬ 
time transportation. He’s a one-man team, 
this fellow—a bus line complete in himself . . • 
ticket agent, dispatcher, baggage man, traffic 
manager, information center, all in one. His 
days are pretty lively. Naturally he is a very 
important man to Florida Motor Lines, and to 
those who must travel. 

Because he knows a lot of people, our 
agent is respected by a lot of people. His 
knowledge of intercity transport problems and 
travel service is truly amazing . . . and yours 
for the simple asking. That’s why he is a key 
man in ours and every other bus line operation 
—why he’s so well worth knowing by all whc 
travel. Meet him—and let him advise you re¬ 
garding any bus trip you plan. 
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Whdt dya mean - FREE ENTERPRISE "? 


USE 

Birmingham Blast Furnace Slag 

in the construction of 

MILITARY and NAVAL 
PROJECTS 

Access Roads and Streets 


We are proud of the fact that our products and 
facilities have been used to the utmost, since 
Pearl Harbor, in the construction of many U. S. 
Military and Naval Air Bases, Camps, Hospitals, 
Munition and War Industry Plants, Ordnance 
Depots, Housing Projects and Sewage Disposal 
Plants in 10 Southern States. 


Write — Wire — Phone 

BIRMINGHAM SLAG COMPANY 


4 Plants 
10,000 Tons 
Daily 


2019 Sixth Ave. N. 
Birmingham 


Bill Day { 
Branch Mgr. J 
Orlando I 


♦ 

♦ 


That’s just a name for the way America works. 

It’s the simple principle that human beings like 
to get on in the world. 

That when a man sets out to be a doctor or a shoe 
salesman or an electrical engineer—that’s what he 
wants to be. And he can be. 

That when a farmer plows his field and plants 
his seed, he’s got a right to a fair return. A right 
to buy more land—and extend his fences. 

That when a business man founds a business, he’s 
building for a future—and nobody can take that 
future from him. 

That when any man works hard and saves his 
dollars, those dollars are his. He can spend them if 
he likes. Or he can invest his money, secure in 
the knowledge it’s working for him. 

Call that any name you like. Call it Free Enter¬ 
prise or Democracy or Opportunity. Whatever you 
call it, it’s American-bred-in-the-bone. 

Without it, nobody’s going to plan any further 
than tomorrow. Without it, there’s no incentive to 
invent or invest, discover or develop. Without 
it—and don’t let anyone tell you otherwise—this 
country would lose its high place among the na¬ 
tions of the world. 

• 

FLORIDA POWER 

CORPORATION 


IN THE SERVICE OF CUSTOMER, 
COMMUNITY AND COUNTRY 



Be Prompt... 

Get a good start. Arrive at the Bus 
Station ahead of time. 

TAM I AMI TRAIL TOURS, IX C. 

Tampa, Florida 


Fastest Direct Route Via Florida West Coast 
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EDITORIALS 


TAKING FULL ADVANTAGE 
OF OPPORTUNITIES 

A T PENSACOLA this month leading Floridians 
from all parts of the State gathered to pay 
tribute to Thomas A. Johnson, chairman of the State 
Road Department. The occasion was the annual 
award of a plaque to the outstanding Democrat of 
the year by the Escambia Young Democratic Club 
but it broadened into a State-wide recognition of the 
services of the man who guided the State Road De¬ 
partment through the war years and into a general 
Democratic rally. 

Speakers at the meeting reviewed Tom Johnson’s 
life and each told what, in his opinion, has charac¬ 
terized his career. While agreeing with each speak¬ 
er on the points covered, we feel that the outstand¬ 
ing characteristic of Tom Johnson’s administration of 
the road department has been his resourcefulness in 
taking advantage of all opportunities, as they ex¬ 
isted. 

This was not and could not have been a great 
road-building administration. When Governor Spes- 
sard L. Holland came into office and named Tom 
Johnson to head the road department, war was upon 
us although it had not been declared and open hos¬ 
tilities had not broken out. The four years ending 
January 2, brought the declaration of war and the 
inevitable conversion of materials and manpower to 
war production. Road construction, of necessity, 
slowed down during the early years of this adminis¬ 
tration and has been heavily curtailed in the later 
years. 

Some less enterprising road department, led by a 
less resourceful chairman, might have accepted war¬ 
time shortages of materials, equipment and man¬ 
power as definite and insurmountable obstacles to 
any worthwhile accomplishments. A do-nothing pol¬ 
icy might have resulted. That this policy did not pre¬ 
vail is amply shown by the record. 

The first and most conspicuous opportunity to 
make the State Road Department serve the State in 
the face of hampering wartime restrictions was seen 
and seized in the matter of freeing toll bridges. For 
decades Florida motorists and tourists had been an¬ 
noyed and free traffic on the highways had been re¬ 
tarded by toll bridges. The State Road Department 
embarked upon a policy of taking over these bridges 
and opening them to free travel. Most important 
of the series of bridges thus freed were Davis Cause¬ 
way and Gandy Bridge, both spanning Tampa Bay 
and linking Tampa with St. Petersburg, Clearwater 
and other cities. Other bridges on the list were of 
equal importance to the residents of the areas served. 

As a result of the bridge-freeing policy, Florida 
has now practically no toll bridges, the outstanding 
exception being the Overseas Road and Bridge Dis¬ 


trict stretch on the Overseas Highway. When the 
war ends and tourists again flock to Florida by auto¬ 
mobile, the State will be, as a result of this policy, 
in position to take full advantage of the good will of 
its visitors, building on that foundation for its future 
prosperity. This is, of course, but one of the many 
advantages of toll-free bridges. The immediate need 
in the Tampa Bay area was to relieve housing con¬ 
gestion in Tampa by providing easy travel facilities 
from the shipyards and other war industries to avail¬ 
able housing facilities on the Pinellas peninsula. 
When the tolls were removed, war workers found it 
convenient and inexpensive to live across the bay. 
The advantage is not confined to war workers, of 
course, but is enjoyed by permanent residents en¬ 
gaged in normal occupations. Such advantages will 
survive the war and will be enjoyed for decades by 
the people who live and earn their living in that 
section of Florida. The saving in transportation 
costs and tolls will continue to accrue. 

The second great opportunity, recognized and seized 
by the road department, was the chance to obtain a 
highway linking the mainland with Key West. The 
right-of-way, network of bridges and much valuable 
foundation material became available when the Flor¬ 
ida East Coast Railway decided not to rebuild the 
Overseas Railway line to Key West after it was 
destroyed by hurricane. The Overseas Road and 
Bridge District made a start at conversion of railway 
bridges and roadbed to highway use but the major 
part of the job remained to be done. The railway 
property was acquired for a small fraction of its 
original cost. The State Road Department perfected 
special designs for bridge conversion. When diffi¬ 
culty was encountered in obtaining satisfactory bids 
for construction of major parts of the total project 
by private contractors, the road department under¬ 
took to finish the job with its own equipment and 
personnel. Contracts were let on sections of the 
project where satisfactory bids were received. 

Work proceeded under hampering wartime condi¬ 
tions but with dispatch. In speedy time the bridges 
and the modern well-aligned highway were com¬ 
pleted. Material for much of the road work was 
taken from the keys alongside the right-of-way, sav¬ 
ing much in time and expense. 

This spring Governor and Mrs. Spessard L. Hol¬ 
land officially opened the Overseas Highway to traf¬ 
fic. It was recognized widely as one of the major 
highway construction feats of the Nation and per¬ 
haps the most unique stretch of highway on this con¬ 
tinent. 

Resourcefulness was demonstrated on the Overseas 
Highway in many ways. Obstacles were overcome, 
expense was avoided, and Federal financial aid was 
obtained. As a result Florida now has a modern 
highway from the mainland to the southernmost 
city in the United States, (Continued on page 35) 
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Alcoma Packing 
Association 

and 

Alcoma Association 

LAKE WALES, FLORIDA 
FT. MYERS, FLORIDA 

HOME OF TEMPLE ORANGES 

GROWERS AMD SHIPPERS 

CITRUS FRUITS 

BRANDS: 

ALCOMA - FOUNDATION 


MINNEOLA GROWERS 
PACKING COMPANY 

MINNEOLA, FLORIDA 

Pachers and Shippers of 

YELLOW ROSE LAKE LURE 

TRADING POST 

SELECTED CITRUS 
CAREFULLY GRADED 

★ 

MOLING & CHURCH, INC. 

MINNEOLA, FLORIDA 
Experts In 

DEVELOPMENT AND CULTIVATION 
OF CITRUS GROVES 


// Ack Anv Owner Wlince Ornvo Wo ^orviro /# 



j Safety Service i 

! 

♦ t 

| GULF COAST j 

! MOTOR LINE ! 

I I 

j I 

L 

Serving progressive Pinellas 

County with motorbus service 

* « 

on frequent schedules between 
Clearwater and Tampa, Clear- J 

water and Tarpon Springs. 

23 Scranton Arcade 

i ! 

i 

CLEARWATER FLORIDA 

I • 

l - - - ■* 


DOUBLE YOUR 
SALES WITH 
DONALD DUCK 

The World's Fastest Selling Brand 
of Quality Canned Citrus Products. 

i FLORIDA CITRUS CANNERS 
| COOPERATIVE 

J Manufacturers of Quality Canned Citrus Products, 
Concentrated Orange Juice and Dehydrated 
Cattle Feed! 

♦ General Office and Plant—Lake Wales, Florida 
J Sales Office—Tampa, Florida 
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Democrats Honor Tom Johnson . . . 


P OLITICAL LEADERS from all 
parts of Florida assembled in 
Pensacola, Saturday, October 7, to 
express their admiration for Thom¬ 
as Arthur Johnson, home-town 
product who has made good in a 
big way, and to unite for the fall 
campaign. 

Governor Spessard L. Holland 
called him the “best road depart¬ 
ment chairman Florida ever has 
had” and said that he was respect¬ 
ed and admired throughout the 
length and breadth of the State 
because of his eminent fairness. 

The Escambia Club of Young 
Democrats, who gave a banquet 


By MARION T. GAINES 


in his honor presented him with a 
trophy as the outstanding Demo¬ 
crat of 1944 in this section. 

Governor-nominee Millard F. 
Caldwell, Senator-nominee Dave 
Thomas of Escambia, City Mana¬ 
ger Adrian E. Langford of Pensa¬ 
cola and John E. Frenkel, clerk- 
comptroller of the West Florida 
metropolis paid high tribute to 
Johnson as a young man, as a citi¬ 
zen of his own community and as 
a State official. 


The gathering of bigwigs was 
not without its political implica¬ 
tions, nor was it merely a back- 
slapping party devoid of levity. 

Both Governor Holland and 
Nominee Caldwell sounded off 
with messages to Florida Demo¬ 
crats concerning the coming gen¬ 
eral election. 

The governor outlined three is¬ 
sues of the general election, win¬ 
ning the war, winning the peace 
and providing opportunities for 
better living. He said President 
Roosevelt’s leadership as com- 
mander-in-chief and his plans al¬ 
ready in the making for an organi- 


LEADERS AT BANQUET HONORING JOHNSON—Left to right are, with back to camera, Wesley Chalk, ioastmcster; John E. Frenkel, 
city clerk of Pensacola and speaker; Mayor Walter E. Wicke of Pensacola; Byrd Sims, past president of the Young Democrats and head 
of the organization in the third district, who presented testimonials to Johnson; Thomas A. Johnson, road department chairman, who 
was awarded the trophy as outstanding Democrat; F. G. Wilson, president of Escambia Club of Young Democrats, and Mrs. Alice Car 
roll, Escambia woman member of Florida Democratic executive committee. 
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zation to preserve peace showed 
him a post-graduate in world of- 
fairs, while his Republican oppo¬ 
nent is only a freshman. 

As to the third issue, Holland 
compared the two leading political 
parties and asserted that the Dem¬ 
ocrats stood for men above money, 
for humanitarianism above econ¬ 
omy. 

Caldwell told of the qualities 
which had made Johnson a suc¬ 
cessful road department chairman, 
just as they had made him success¬ 
ful in other endeavors, and applied 
them to the Democratic party. 
Among these qualities he stressed 
loyalty and cautioned against 
ticket-splitting. Caldwell said that 
if members of the party do not 
like some things about it, the best 
way to correct them is to stay in 
the party and work to make it 
what they want it to be. 

Fun and levity was interspersed 
with the more serious part of the 
program. Wesley Chalk, News- 
Journal sports editor and political 
writer served as toastmaster and 
kept the program informal, speedy 
and jocular. 

Frenkel, telling of Johnson’s boy¬ 
hood, came out with some reveal¬ 
ing facts about Tom Johnson as a 
child and young man and Adrian 
Langford traced the Johnson fam¬ 
ily tree in an amazing way. On 
the speakers’ table was a piece of 
stovepipe labeled “Smokestack,” 
Johnson’s nickname, derived from 



GOVERNOR SPEAKS—Mayor Waller E. Wicke of Pensacola, who welcomed the noted 
visitors to Pensacola to honor Tom Johnson, watches intently as Governor Spessard L. 
Holland grabs the microphone and launches into a discussion of issues in the general 
election campaign. 


GOVERNOR NOMINEE SPEAKS — Mil 
lard F. Caldwell, (top) who only a year 
ago received the Escambia Democrats' 
award for outstanding party service is 
shown here as he spoke in honor of 
Thomas A. Johnson, 1944 recipient. In 
the background, left to right, are A. E. 
Langford, Pensacola city manager; Wal 
ter E. Wicke, Pensacola mayor; Wesley 
Chalk, newspaperman-toastmaster; John 
son, behind the "Smokestack" and Gov 
ernor Holland. 

TROPHY PRESENTED JOHNSON—F. 
G. Wilson, (center) president of the Es 
cambia Club of Young Democrats, pre 
sents Thomas A. Johnson, chairman of 
the State Road Department with a trophy 
as the outstanding Democrat of the coun 
ty, Pensacola officials also paid high 
tribute to Johnson as a local citizen 
and as a State official. 

SCENE AT SPEAKERS' TABLES—Left 
to right, (bottom) Thomas A. Johnson, 
honored guest with his hat atop a stove¬ 
pipe lettered "Smokestack," his nick 
name; Governor Spessard L. Holland, sip 
ping some water preparatory to speak 
ing; Millcrd F. Caldwell, governor nomi 
nee; Mrs. F. G. Wilson, wife of the 
president of the Escambia Club of Young 
Democrats and John E. Frenkel, Pensa 
cola city clerk-comptroller, one of the 
speakers at the Johnson banquet. 


the ever-present cigar in his 
mouth. 

A large delegation from Dade 
County, headed by Senator-nomi¬ 
nee D. C. Coleman, and senators 
and representatives from other 
parts of south and central Florida 
were cited by Governor Holland 
as an indication of Johnson’s State¬ 
wide popularity. 

Three members of the State cab¬ 
inet, J. M. Lee, comptroller; Colin 
English, superintendent of public 
instruction, and J. Ed Larson, 
treasurer attended the banquet 
held in Pensacola Beach casino. 
“Little cabinet” members present 
included Edgar Scarborough, bev¬ 
erage commissioner, J. J. Gilliam, 
highway patrol director, and 
Boyce Williams, industrial com¬ 
mission chairman. 


Walter W. Rose, Orlando, presi¬ 
dent-designate of the State senate, 
and Evans Crary, Stuart, speaker- 
designate of the house, headed the 
senate and house delegations. 
Among other notable politicos 
were Arthur L. Anderson, State 
Democratic campaign chairman; 
R. L. Shipp, assistant secretary to 
the governor; John Wigginton, Mil- 
ton, reported slated as executive 
secretary to Caldwell. 

Lt. Bruce Johnson, son of the 
honored guest and a graduate of 
Annapolis was present, as well as 
his mother, Mrs. Johnson. Lt. Rich¬ 
ard H. Merritt, former Escambia 
County board attorney represent¬ 
ed the Pensacola Naval Air Train¬ 
ing bases. 

The evening banquet was not 

(Conlinued on page 43) 
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'-^-Photo by U. S. Maritime Service. 

Standing watch on the Joseph Conrad. This apprentice seaman is typical of the hundreds of young men from all sections of Amer¬ 
ica who arrive each month at the U. S. Maritime Service training station, St. Petersburg. He, and hundreds like him, are trained 
in approximately 13 weeks for active duty with the U. S. Merchant Marine, either in the deck, engine, or stewards' department. 
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Way To The Sea 


O N THE SECOND of November 
1939, among the many ship de¬ 
partures from New York were two 
of particular interest. The first of 
these vessels, viewed from shore, 
caused no special comment for 
she was very much like the thou¬ 
sands of other ships which make 
up the bulk of harbor traffic in 
that busy port. She was the Amer¬ 
ican Seaman, newly reconditioned 
and outfitted by the United States 
Maritime Service. Her name was 
new, for previously she had spent 
many months at sea as the Edge- 
mont, but she appeared now as 
only a flush deck converted 


By 

Li. (jg) Alfred H. Temple, USMS 

Ass'i Reg. Public Relations Officer. USMS 
Training Station. St. Petersburg. Approved 
for publication by COMMANDER HOLLIE 
J. TIEDEMANN, USMS.. Superintendent. 
USMS Training Station. St. Petersburg. 

freighter of some 11,000 dead 
weight tons. 

By contrast, the second vessel 
departing on this November day 
drew comment from landlubber 
and seafaring man alike. Dwarfed 
by the 437-foot length of the Amer¬ 
ican Seaman, this second vessel 
boasted an over-all length of only 


118 feet and 500 dead weight tons. 
In appearance, however, she stir¬ 
red memories in the hearts of the 
crustiest “salt” along the water¬ 
front, for she was a full rigged 
ship, and although the smallest in 
existence she bore a name famous 
in sea lore. Arched across her 
stern were the words Joseph Con¬ 
rad, and she bore them proudly, 
as always, as she put out to sea. 

The destination of both vessels 
was the same. Although the Joseph 
Conrad was bowling along under 
full sail, she was no match for the 
2,500-horsepower turbine of the 
American Seaman which forged 


Main enlrance of administraiion building at the U. S. Maritime Service training station, St. Petersburg, photographed through a 
mooring chock of the USMS Tusitala. —Photo by U. S. Maritime Service. 

























Merchant seaman trainees (upper left) who are working for ordinary seaman's papers learn cargo handling methods. Here a small 
group is taught cargo-winch operation. Cargo handling practice (center left) at the St. Petersburg training station. Deck trainees op¬ 
erate this "dry-land" apparatus. Although gunnery is not stressei (bottom left) during merchant seaman training, every deck trainee 
learns how to handle a 20 mm. machine gun. Class period at the St. Petersburg training station (upper right). Engine trainees learn 
rudiments of ordnance. Open air classroom (center right) where trainees attend their first lectures. Compass class aboard the training 
vessel, Joseph Conrad (bottom right) the world's smallest three-masted, square-rigged sailing ship. —Photos by U. S. Maritime Service. 
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steadily ahead of the smaller ves¬ 
sel as they turned their bows 
southward. 

The arrival of these vessels at 
St. Petersburg on the West Coast 
of Florida was significant. This 
was no spectacular beginning, for 
their intended berths were not yet 
in existence. On arrival, they tied 
up at the United States Coast 
Guard Base in St. Petersburg and 
the first operations of the United 
States Maritime Service training 
program began in a modest office 
in a small building at the Coast 
Guard dock. First results achieved 
were under the limitations of new 
groups of trainees not exceeding 
the 29 men taking basic seaman¬ 
ship aboard the Joseph Conrad be¬ 
fore assignment to six months of 
aclual sea duty aboard the Ameri¬ 
can Seaman. As originally plan¬ 
ned, the peacetime training pro¬ 
gram for each recruit consisted of 
a full year’s instruction, approxi¬ 
mately six months ashore and six 
months afloat. The span of this 
training period permitted the un¬ 
hurried graduation of seamen with 
a maximum of opportunity for 
proof of capacity and best quali¬ 
fications for types of sea duty. In 
June 1940, further floating equip¬ 
ment was utilized with the addi¬ 
tion of the retired full rigged ship 


Tusitala. Famous among sailing 
ships in her time, the Tusitala, 261 
feet over-all and 1,700 gross tons 
had participated in the famous 
grain races between Australia and 
England. With her masts cropped 
and her decks cleared of sailing 
gear, she was towed into St. Pe¬ 
tersburg and tied up to be used as 
a stationary training ship to aug¬ 
ment training facilities. Her use 
in this manner increased the num¬ 
ber of trainees in incoming sections 
to 220 men. With the arrival of 
the Tusitala began a steady expan¬ 
sion of facilities which has con¬ 
tinued until today. Numerous 
small craft were added to enlarge 
lifeboat training facilities, and the 
steel bulkhead which outlines the 
present United States Maritime- 
Service Training Station was erect¬ 
ed and dredging operations begun 
to pump up the area of made land 
on which the present base is built. 
This construction started in the 
fall of 1940 and as it progressed, 
in early 1941 the merchant seamen 
training period was reduced to 
nine months. 

Continuing heavier demands for 
graduated seamen imposed by the 
larger number of ships being built 
necessitated, just prior to Pearl 
Harbor, a further reduction of this 
training period to six months. Just 


prior to this time, the administra¬ 
tive building of the present base 
was completed and operations 
were moved from the Coast Guard 
base to these new and most mod¬ 
ern quarters. This occurred in 
September 1941 and for the first 
time the American Seaman, the 
Joseph Conrad and the Tusitala 
found the berths for which they 
were intended. 

A continued broadening of facil¬ 
ities at this new base, even in the 
face of a reduced training period 
made possible a tremendous in¬ 
crease in the number of graduated 
seamen. 

With this change came also a 
much needed increase in officer 
staff. From the skeleton crew of 
a dozen or so men which had func¬ 
tioned at the Coast Guard base, 
there grew an increasing staff of 
qualified training and administra¬ 
tive officer personnel which has 
reached a peak of nearly 200. 

Upon America becoming a bel¬ 
ligerent in the war after Pearl 
Harbor, the United States Mari¬ 
time Service, functioning as the 
training organization for the War 
Shipping Administration found it¬ 
self called upon to perform the 
most gigantic task ever faced. 

It isn’t easy for a Nation of the 
size and peacetime standards of 


Saturday review of apprentice seamen at the St. Petersburg training station. 

—Photo by U. S. Maritime Service. 










On placid Tampa Bay (upper left) Maritime Service trainees take lifeboat training. Such experience may be valuable to them some 
day—if they ever have to make their way in a lifeboat in open sea. Lifeboat races (center left) are weekly events at the training sta¬ 
tion. Here a motor launch tows boats and crews to starting point. The race begins (bottom left) at the tip of St. Petersburg's famous 
million-dcllar pier. Deck activity (upper right) aboard the Joseph Conrad, liny training vessel at the St. Petersburg station. Every 
trainee must learn the importance of keeping gear and equipment ii good condition (bottom right). Here a trainee polishes lanterns 
aboard the barracks ship. Tusitala. —Photos by U. S. Maritime Service. 
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the United States to throw itself 
overnight into full-fledged partici¬ 
pation in total war. The demands 
upon the armed services of this 
country, as to training and work 
at home prior to going overseas 
could not be met in a few weeks 
or a few months. The men who 
were overseas at that time and the 
forces of the nations allied with 
the United States found them¬ 
selves in desperate need of sup¬ 
plies and materiel of war in un¬ 
precedented quantities. The United 
States Merchant Service became 
overnight a much overburdened 
Victory Fleet, and turned urgent 
appeals to the United States Mari¬ 
time Service training program for 
new personnel to add to the in¬ 
domitable spirit of the old-line 
merchant seamen who manned 
the bulk of these ships. 

The world will never forget 
those desperate days of “Too Little 
and Too Late.” 

Without the steadily increasing 
number of graduate seamen, deck 
and engine, produced in response 
to these appeals it is doubtful that 
a sufficient number of these first 
ships of the Victory Fleet could 
have sailed to overcome the wolf 
packs of enemy U-boats which 
roamed the seas in the early days 
of the war. 

How great was this enemy op¬ 
position is evidenced in the dis¬ 
tressing number of sinkings which 
occurred in every sea and along 
the very coast lines of the United 
States. 

To meet this emergency, the 
Maritime Service training pro¬ 
gram at St. Petersburg and at all 
other similar training units was 
further reduced to its present rec¬ 
ord length of three months. Al¬ 
most overnight it was necessary 
to double and in some cases triple 
facilities to meet the intensified 
training needs of this shortened 
training period. 

It takes little imagination to 
realize the weight of demands 
brought about by such a drastic 
foreshortening. 

That the output of graduated 
seamen was tremendously in¬ 
creased goes without saying. 

It is well to remember that dur¬ 
ing those days when the greatest 
American offensive was the stead¬ 


ily increasing flow of American 
war production being fought 
through to the battle ports of the 
world in the cargo holds of the 
Victory Fleet the men of the Unit¬ 
ed States Merchants Marine paid 
the highest casualty price in his¬ 
tory—even higher than the bloody 
toll paid by the fighting Marines 
who took Tarawa. These men paid 
the price, old and new seamen 
alike, and those who could return¬ 
ed again and again to the sea. In 
the years since Pearl Harbor they 
have been joined by a steadily in¬ 
creasing flow ,of trained seamen 
produced by the most astonishing 
maritime training program which 
has ever sent men to sea. 

The scope of this training is best 
pictured by reviewing the stand¬ 
ardized system of training as it ex¬ 
ists today, evolved over a period 
of many months of growth and ex¬ 
perience. Of necessity, the courses 
given are highly specialized and 
geared to maximum instruction in 
the span of the present 13-week 
training period. 

Basically, this system includes 
a 5-week preliminary training pro¬ 
gram, a branch training program 
in deck and engine which ranges 
from 3 to 8 weeks, practical ship 
training ranging from 2 to 4 weeks 
and advance training ranging from 
3 to 5 weeks. A comprehensive 
cooks’ and bakers’ school was or¬ 
ganized within the St. Petersburg 
training unit in December 1942, 
operating on a basis of 5 weeks’ 
preliminary training and 10 weeks’ 
advanced training. Pressure result¬ 
ing from an extreme need for 
messmen necessitated a shortening 
of this training period to a total 
of 7 weeks. This was done in De¬ 
cember 1943 and present training 
continues on that basis. 

First classes in the St. Peters¬ 
burg cooks’ and bakers’ school were 
held on board the Tusitala with 
the ship’s galley and messroom be¬ 
ing used as classrooms. The first 
courses included theory and prac¬ 
tical instruction in cooking, bak¬ 
ing, butchering, care and use of 
tools and equipment, sanitation, 
cooks and messmen duties at sea, 
and ship routine. Added to this 
were instruction in boat drill, gun¬ 
nery and physical education. Reg¬ 


ulations, customs and traditions, 
of course, have their place in this 
course as in all others. 

In mid-1943 this school was 
moved aboard the training station 
and into the newly completed bar¬ 
racks to take up regular duties in 
conjunction with a new galley. In 
August 1943, following further ex¬ 
pansion the school was moved to 
the Soreno, a large downtown ho¬ 
tel devoted entirely to this activ¬ 
ity, with a galley and mess for the 
newly established Army Transpor¬ 
tation Corps of Cadets and Officers 
attached to the St. Petersburg 
training unit. Peak graduation of 
qualified men produced by this 
course has reached 345 cooks and 
511 messmen in a single month. 

Dating from September 1, 1942, 
at which time a total of 480 men 
were in training expansion has 
been rapid. On that date, the in¬ 
structor staff included one training 
officer, one assistant training offi¬ 
cer and four officer instructors. 
The general course of instruction 
followed at that time was based 
upon a curriculum of apprentice 
seaman training designed primari¬ 
ly to train deckmen to ship as or¬ 
dinary seamen on merchant ves¬ 
sels. Engineer training was start¬ 
ed in October of that year. 

Within nine months activity was 
expanded to the training of a to¬ 
tal of 1,000 men in various stages 
of instruction. In August 1943 
growth was such that it was neces¬ 
sary to add to the facilities of the 
headquarters base four downtown 
hotels: The Vinoy Park Hotel, with 
a capacity of 1,700 trainees used 
for the 5-week preliminary train¬ 
ing period; the Soreno Hotel, with 
a capacity of 1,000 trainees for 
training cooks and bakers and 
messmen; the Concord and Co¬ 
lonial Hotels, with a capacity of 
500 for training deck and engine 
cadets of the Army Transportation 
Corps marine officers cadet school, 
the latest activity added to the 
functions of the St. Petersburg 
Training Station. 

The number of trainees in proc¬ 
ess of training at one time is gear¬ 
ed directly to current shipping de¬ 
mands. The peak of total recruits 
in training achieved with these ex- 
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Emergency waier-safely class (upper left) in training pool. Mass exercise keeps apprentice seamen (center left) in tip-top shape 
during training period and builds muscles essential for lough work on freighters and tankers. Instructor demonstrates how a pair of 
dungarees (bottom left) can be used as a makeshift life preserver. Trainees grunt and groan, sweat and strain (upper right) during 
weight-lifting class. This is a part of their physical fitness training. Over the side (bottom right) go St. Petersburg trainees in aban¬ 
don ship classes at the training pool. —Photos by U. S. Maritime Service. 
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panded facilities is in excess of 
4,000. 

Expansion of the training cur¬ 
riculum plus the increase of the 
number of men in training result¬ 
ed in a considerably enlarged offi¬ 
cer instructional staff. From a 
half dozen in September 1942 this 
group grew to more than a half 
hundred on January 1 this year. 

Refinements in classification and 
selection of trainees for specialized 
training have produced gratifying 
results. General classification tests 
are followed, in applicable cases, 
by mechanical comprehension tests 
and arithmetic computation tests, 
among other general means of de¬ 
termining best adaptability and 
qualifications for branch and ad¬ 
vanced training. 

From the large number of men 
so classified are also selected can¬ 
didates for radio school, assistant 
purser-hospital corps school, cadets 
for the Merchant Marine Cadet 
Academy and candidates for the 
Army Transportation Corps ma¬ 
rine officers cadet school. 

Specialized training at the St. 
Petersburg Training Station and 
aboard its floating equipment in¬ 
cludes schooling of ship’s carpen¬ 
ters, coal burning firemen and all 
branches of deck, engine, and stew¬ 
ard training in line with quotas 
set by Washington headquarters. 
Able seaman’s certification, pro¬ 
motional examinations for train¬ 
ing station permanent crew mem¬ 
bers, remedial courses in mathe¬ 
matics for prospective radio school 
and assistant purser-hospital corps 
candidates, special training for 
TC-MOC school candidates and 
clinical courses in cooperation with 
the medical department are num¬ 
bered among the numerous special 
opportunities offered trainees. 

Health, morale and physical fit¬ 
ness are of prime importance and 
are so treated in the case of every 
man in training. Many young 
men eager to have a part in this 
war are found to be lacking in 
some qualities of strength, endur¬ 
ance, agility, bodily coordination, 
flexibility or balance, which are so 
necessary to men who follow the 
sea. All courses in physical fitness 
are designed to bring every man 
up to acceptable standards in each 
of these qualifications. This is ac¬ 


complished by a comprehensive 
and well supplied program of cal¬ 
isthenics, rope climbing, boxing 
and wrestling, apparatus work, 
tumbling, relay races, outdoor and 
indoor sports, plus regular obstacle 
course classes and body building 
courses which produce excellent 
results. These results are proved 
by strength tests given to all 
trainees at the start and end of 
preliminary training and at the 
conclusion of advanced training. 

To augment knowledge of life¬ 
boat tactics given all trainees is a 
course of adequate instruction 
from beginner swimming to ad¬ 
vanced war functional swimming 
which includes early classification, 
lifesaving, abandon ship drill, 
jumping from towers, use of life 
suits and jackets, safety swim¬ 
ming, and all forms of improvised 
emergency lifesaving. Among 
these, water safety and first aid 
are of prime importance. 

Every conceivable form of mod¬ 
ern training aid is employed in all 
phases of developing trained sea¬ 
men from raw recruits. Training 
manuals, visual aids, such as 
charts, slides, motion pictures and 
illustrations, basic principles of, 
and where applicable, actual train¬ 
ing in gunnery have proved ex¬ 
tremely popular and most effective 
in instruction. Many ingenious de¬ 
vices which duplicate or approxi¬ 
mate actual conditions at sea, such 
as a third dimensional screen for 
gunnery training, a night vision 
trainer, steering trainers and nu¬ 
merous other methods of teaching 
have been added to what is un¬ 
questionably one of the finest and 
most modern training units ever 
developed. 

Expansion of the number of 
floating units attached in this 
training activity has matched ex¬ 
pansion of station facilities almost 
step by step. Prior to attachment 
of the Tusitala, the training ship 
Empire State was used briefly in 
conjunction with activities aboard 
the American Seaman. A small 
diesel-powered tug, the John M. 
Eager was used for a period of 
some months, then exchanged for 
two steam-powered tugs of larger 
size, the Tickfaw and Morganza, 
which had been in use by the TC- 
MOC school. This accomplished 


mutual advantage, since maritime 
service training activities desired 
facilities for training in steam, 
while the TC-MOC school desired 
equipment for instruction in diesel. 
At the same time this exchange 
was made, in September 1943, the 
S. S. Vigil, a coal-burning freight¬ 
er, British built in 1907 was as¬ 
signed to the training station. This 
ship has proved invaluable for 
practical deck and engine train¬ 
ing. With an over-all length of 
341 feet, displacing over 5,000 tons, 
the Vigil is a typical cargo vessel 
of three island construction with 
well decks forward and aft. Her 
cargo gear and six hatches with 
single holds below offer unusual 
opportunities for training. In June 
1943 the American Seaman was 
replaced by the United States 
Maritime Service training ship 
American Seafarer, the former S. 
S. Allegheny of the Merchants and 
Miners line. This passenger ves¬ 
sel of 8,000 gross tons was only 
recently placed by the USMSTS 
American Sailor, sister ship to the 
American Seaman for use as the 
advanced training ship for the sta¬ 
tion. 

Further floating equipment in 
the form of a dozen various harbor 
craft in use by the TC-MOC school 
training activity, in addition to 
the greatly expanded shore facili¬ 
ties of the St. Petersburg United 
States Maritime training station, 
constitute the largest and most 
modern training unit of its type 
on the southern coastline of the 
United States. 

That these men are good seamen 
has been proved again and again. 
Their victories in the sea lanes of 
the world and the vital part they 
have played in landing troops and 
supplies on the beaches of North 
Africa, Sicily, Salerno and France. 
Countless heroic actions in every 
ocean have proved these men to 
be an armed service. Their arms 
are the great essentials which have 
raised man above the primitive. 
To know what these arms are, you 
have but to look at the work- and 
war-scarred hands and into the 
fighting hearts of these men of the 
Victory Fleet. 

They are proud to serve and are 
serving well. 
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F. T. A. War Conference . . . 


F LORIDA TRUCKING Associa¬ 
tion convened in its seventh an¬ 
nual meeting at the MacFadden- 
Deauville Hotel in Miami on Oc¬ 
tober 5th, and the 300 delegates 
and visitors heard its national 
president, Ted V. Rogers denounce 
the plans for “integration of trans- 
portation.” Rogers said “Each of 
the modes of transportation—avia¬ 
tion, railroads, water, trucks and 
buses—ought to stick to its own 
knitting. We don’t think any one 
of them should try to control all 
modes of transportation.” His re¬ 
marks were in line with a resolu¬ 
tion adopted by the Florida group 
which “deplores and condemns the 
railroad-sponsored proposal for in¬ 
tegration of transportation sys¬ 
tems as a selfish and cunning ar¬ 
tifice to conceal a grasp for monop¬ 
olistic power.” 

The election was the highlight 
of the first day of the convention 
with the retiring president, Olin 
Stamps, Jr., of Jacksonville intro¬ 
ducing Joe Smalley of Tampa as 
the new president for the coming 
year. 

Other elected officials and direc¬ 
tors were listed as James Morton 
of Waverly, senior vice president. 
Vice president and chairman 



Officials of the Florida Trucking Association greeting its national president, Ted V. 
Rodgers on his arrival at its Seventh Annual Conference in Miami. Left to right—C. A. 
Gertner, Executive Secretary Florida Trucking Association, Inc., Jacksonville; Ted V. 
Rodgers, President American Trucking Associations, Inc., Washington, D. C.; W. Olin 
Stamps, Jr., retiring President of Florida Trucking Association, Inc., Jacksonville; R. R- 
Spencer, Belcher Oil Company, Miami, General Chairman Seventh Annual Meeting, War 
Conference, Florida Trucking Association, Inc. —Photo by Carl Walden 


Speakers' Table Florida Trucking Association, Inc., Luncheon October 5, 1944, Seventh Annual Meeting, War Conference, held at 
MacFadden-Deauville Hotel, Miami Beach. Seated, left to right—Douglass Soular, formerly with American Trucking Associations, Inc., 
Legal Department, Washington, D .C.; J. F. Smalley, newly elected President of Florida Trucking Association, Inc., Tampa; L. A. Rauler 
son. President Great Southern Trucking Co., Jacksonville; Ted V. Rodgers, President American Trucking Associations, Inc., Washing 
ton, D. C.; C. A. Gertner, Executive Secretary Florida Trucking Asssciaiion, Inc., Jacksonville; R. R. Spencer, Be’cher Oil Company, 
Miami, General Chairman Seventh Annual Meeting, Florida Trucking Association, Inc., War Conference; Senator Harry King, Winter 
Haven; Frank Holland, Governor's representative. Standing, left to right—W. Olin Stamps, Jr., retiring President of Florida Trucking 
Association, Inc., Jacksonville; T. H. Shealy, Chairman Prize Committee, Jacksonville. —Photo by Carl Walden 
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regular route common carrier di¬ 
vision, Sidney Allen. 

Vice president and chairman ir¬ 
regular route common carrier di¬ 
vision, G. W. McCoy. 

Vice president and chairman 
contract carrier division, L. W. 
Holstun. 

Vice president and chairman lo¬ 
cal cartage carrier division, J. A. 
Ryder. 

Vice president and chairman 
household goods carrier division, 
Sam Millner. 

Vice president and chairman 
private carrier division, T. H. 
Shealey. 

Vice president and chairman ex¬ 
empt private carrier division, S. 
O. Chase, Jr. 

Vice president and chairman al¬ 
lied industries division, M. N. 
Rose. 

Directors—H. E. Moredock, W. 
S. Paulk, Gordon Hill, Fred San¬ 
ford, L. A. Raulerson, L. A. John¬ 
son, E. H. Freeman, Harry B. Fore¬ 
hand, M. C. Lowe, John Morris, 
Coite Hill, C. D. Swinson, H. L. 
Price, W. O. Stamps, Jr., R. R. 
Spencer, Joe Cannon, A. H. Mal- 
com. 

Corporate secretary and treas¬ 
urer, Quinn R. Barton. 

Executive secretary, C. A. Gert- 
ner. 

The association went on record 
in resolution form opposing the 
increase now proposed on January 
1 of employers’ contributions to 
social security, with a request for 
no increase during the war and re¬ 
conversion. 

Another resolution was directed 


—Photos by Carl Walden 

Top picture—Speakers' Table at Flor¬ 
ida Trucking Association, Inc., Banquet, 
Seventh Annual Meeting—War Confer¬ 
ence. Seated, left to right—W. M. Miller, 
Chairman Standing Rate Committee, 
Southern Motor Carriers Rate Conference, 
Atlanta, Ga.; J. O. Cromwell, District Su¬ 
pervisor Interstate Commerce Commis¬ 
sion, Jacksonville; William Addams, Dis¬ 
trict Director Interstate Commerce Com¬ 
mission, Atlanta, Ga.; C. A. Geriner, 
Executive Secretary, Florida Trucking 
Association, Inc., Jacksonville; J. F. 
Smalley, President Florida Trucking As¬ 
sociation, Inc., Tampa; Ted V. Rodgers, 
President American Trucking Associa¬ 
tions, Inc., Washington, D. C.; L. A. 
Raulerson, President Great Southern 
Trucking Co., Jacksonville; Grant Roy, 
Field Representative National Highway 
Users Conference, Atlanta, Ga.; R. R. 
Spencer, Belcher Oil Company, General 
Chairman Seventh Annual Meeting, Flor¬ 
ida Trucking Association, Inc., Miami. 

Other three scenes show group gath¬ 
erings attending banquet. 


FLORIDA HIGHWAYS 












at the railroads. It called on Con¬ 
gress and the Interstate Commerce 
Commission to investigate the cost 
to railroads of handling less than 
carload shipments, and to require 
the railroads to increase such rates 
if they are less than the actual cost 
of the services. 

Turning to Florida affairs, the 
association endorsed the so-called 
“Labor Amendment” to the State 
constitution to be submitted to 
the voters on November 7. 

Four other of the convention’s 
fifteen resolutions dealt with Fed¬ 
eral regulations. These called for: 

Lifting of all wartime restric¬ 
tions on highway transportation 
and the motor carrier industry 
“immediately upon cessation of 
hostilities in the present European 
conflict.” 

Intervention by the War Man¬ 
power Commission to prevent re¬ 
cruiting of labor for out-of-State 
industries in “critical” Florida 
areas. 

Abolition of the Federal auto¬ 
mobile use tax this year. 

Summaries in “layman’s lan¬ 
guage” of all orders and directives 
from Federal agencies and enough 
copies for distribution to all em¬ 
ployees affected. 

Problems connected with the 
truck operators’ job of hauling 
more tonnage with less manpower, 
fewer tires and scarcer replace¬ 
ments were one of the main topics 
of discussion during the session. 
As set out by L. A. Raulerson of 
Jacksonville in his statement to 
the delegates, “the granting of a 
tire certificate didn’t end a truck- 

(Coniinued on page 49) 


—Photos by Carl vValden 

Top gathering, left to right—Sidney 
Allen, President Central Truck Line, 
Inc., Tampa; J. A. Allison, Attorney, 
Tampa; Walter L. Miles, Executive Sec¬ 
retary Motor Carriers Southern Claims 
Conference, Atlanta, Ga.; W. M. Miller, 
Chairman Standing Rate Committee, 
Southern Motor Carriers Rate Confer¬ 
ence, Atlanta, Ga.; Ted V. Rodgers, 
President American Trucking Associa¬ 
tions, Inc., Washington, D. C.; L. A. 
Raulerson, President Great Southern 
Trucking Co., Jacksonville. 

Next, left to right—Fred R. Wemmers, 
Representative Quinn R. Barton Co., 
Jacksonville; H. E. Moredock, President 
East Coast Equipment Co., Miami; J. G. 
Thomason, Representative Quinn R. Bar¬ 
ton Co.. Jacksonville; Evalyn L. Jones, 
Florida Trucking Association, Inc., Jack¬ 
sonville. 

The four following scenes are informal 
shots taken at the "Get Acquainted Cock¬ 
tail Party" and luncheon held at the Mac 
Fadden-Deauville Hotel. 
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Mr. Caldwell Will Have 
Plenty of Help 

LORIDA CITIZENS’ duty to their 
State was well sounded by Gover¬ 
nor-nominee Caldwell’s statement at 
Lakeland that in the handling of Flor¬ 
ida’s problems he expected to call on 
citizens for important assistance and 
that they would be expected to serve 
not for the salary involved, but for 
the satisfaction derived in helping their 
State. 

This is much the same policy that 
has helped make such a success of the 
administration of Governor Holland 
and is, of course, something that should 
always have an effect. However, any 
general citizen assistance has been all 
too frequently the last thing desired 
by political leaders, and the aid of 
many people who could give most 
valuable help has been ignored by 
some administrations. For the sake of 
Florida’s continued forward progress 
it is encouraging that Mr. Caldwell 
will seek such help, which will un¬ 
doubtedly under such encouragement 
be readly forthcoming—and in the full 
manner desired. 

Most good citizens need only be 
asked!—Tampa Daily Times. 


Accident Prevention Course 

LORIDA’S GOVERNOR, Spessard 
Holland, has come out strongly in 
support of the National Committee for 
the Conservation of Manpower in War 
Industries’ appeal for a million fewer 
industrial accidents throughout the 
Nation between July this year and 
July 1945. 

In this connection, Governor Hol¬ 
land, commenting on a letter from 
President Roosevelt to Secretary of 
Labor Perkins concerning the commit¬ 
tee’s objective, said in part: 

“I cannot but feel deeply apprehen¬ 
sive over conditions in our Nation’s 
industrial plants. It is, however, a 
source of satisfaction to learn of the 
intensive campaign launched by the 
national committee to reduce the ter¬ 
rific toll of absenteeism. 

“Very likely, the program under¬ 
taken by this committee will contrib¬ 
ute in large measure, to the elimination 
of the many hazards hourly faced by 
those materially supporting our war 
offensive. I do not hesitate to praise 
thosp well-qualified representatives of 
labor, industry and government who 
are coordinating a Nation-wide system 
to combat this ever present menace to 
the health and welfare of industrial 
workers.” 

In this connection, it is well to note 
that Jack W. Simmons, Florida indus¬ 


trial and civic leader of Tallahassee, 
is chairman of the State Advisory 
Committee which is spear-heading 
Florida’s effort in the program. Pro¬ 
gram feature will be a free safety 
training course for industrialists which 
will be conducted by the engineering 
department of the University of Flor¬ 
ida under the supervision of N. C. 
Ebaugh, Gainesville. Inquiries con¬ 
cerning such instruction should be ad¬ 
dressed directly to Mr. Simmons. 

Florida’s industrialists would do well 
to take advantage of this opportunity. 
—Miami Post. 


The Three R's 

BELIEVE IT is better to know more 
about a few things than less about 
more things.” 

This quotation from the remarks of 
the Democratic nominee for governor, 
Millard Caldwell, as reported by Allen 
Morris of The Miami Daily News Bu¬ 
reau at Tallahassee must strike a re¬ 
sponsive chord in the breasts of all 
men and women who have given 
thought of recent trends in public 
school curricula. 

Reading, writing and arithmetic re¬ 
main the fundamentals on which an 
education is built. Likewise they are 
the essentials for a successful business 
career. And so, when Mr. Caldwell 
speaks of a desire “to get the schools 
to do a better job in the training of 
students for life,” wish him success in 
this endeavor. 

Selective Service brought home to 
us nationally the failure of the public 
schools to educate the masses in these 
fundamentals. While educational quali¬ 
fications have since been waived or 
lowered by the army and navy in or¬ 
der to meet quotas, the indictment lies 
that some link in our vaunted public 
school system has failed. 

When peace is restored, more and 
more business houses and industries 
will stress education as a prerequisite 
to a job. Young men and women who 
have failed to properly evaluate the 
fundamentals of education will find the 
going tough. And the pity of it is, that 
the fault will not be entirely theirs. 
The older we grow the more important 
grow the three R’s.—Miami Daily 
News. 


Key West-Havana Ferry Should 
Be Travel Boon 

EW POST-WAR innovations listed 
ahead for Florida appeal more 
greatly than the announced six-hour 
automobile and passenger ferry serv¬ 
ice from Key West to Havana. Thou¬ 


sands of tourists, and great numbers 
of Floridians, have wished annually 
for an easy and quick motor route to 
Cuba. 

The car ferry from Key West, inter¬ 
rupted for the most part since the 1935 
lower Florida storm, will give this. 
The ferry service will also provide the 
connecting link for a new motor route 
to Mexico and South America, an east¬ 
ern one. This is across Cuba and over 
water to Mexico and connecting with 
the Pan-American Highway in Mexico. 
By it, too, a loop is formed, Florida, 
Cuba and Mexico. Americans will mo¬ 
tor to Mexico by way of Cuba, and to 
Cuba by way of Mexico. The only 
water separations are the Florida 
Straits, 90 miles, at Key West and the 
Yucatan channel, 150 miles wide, be¬ 
tween Cuba and Mexico. 

Visiting the Florida keys is a pleas¬ 
ure and a thrill generally missed by 
great numbers of tourists. With the 
new improved Overseas Highway from 
Homestead opened, and with both 
Havana and Mexico and South Ameri¬ 
ca looming ahead in inviting appeal, 
traffic to, and through, Key West will 
undoubtedly take on new importance 
once the war is over and normal auto¬ 
mobile traffic resumed.—The Tampa 
Daily Times. 


Welcome to State Leaders 

P ENSACOLA IS PROUD today to see 
due honor paid to one of her favor¬ 
ite sons who has made good in a diffi¬ 
cult State-wide administrative position 
and she is equally proud to entertain 
on this occasion so many of the lead¬ 
ing officials of our State government. 

Our governor and our governor-elect, 
both of whom are extremely popular 
in northwest Florida; members of the 
State cabinet and of the “little cabi¬ 
net;” justices of the supreme court, 
members of our State senate and of 
our house of representatives and vari¬ 
ous other high-ranking officials will 
participate in meetings and conferences 
today and will join in paying tribute 
tonight to Thomas A. Johnson, who is 
completing four years as chairman of 
the State Road Department. 

Johnson is receiving the Escambia 
Young Democrats’ plaque for 1944 as 
the county’s outstanding Democrat. 
That signal honor comes to him be¬ 
cause of the efficient and fair manner 
in which he has operated his depart¬ 
ment, bringing credit upon himself, 
upon the Holland administration and 
upon his home county of Escambia. 
Johnson is recognized as the best road 
department chairman Florida has had 

(Coniinued on page 45) 
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IT HAPPENED 
IN FLORIDA ... 


JMHAMI’S CONCRETE bomb shelter, 
^ built right after Pearl Harbor, is 
now utilized as a clubroom by disabled 
veterans. 

★ A call went out in Miami for 1,647 
volunteers to carry on civilian war ac¬ 
tivities. One woman responded. This 
is in sharp contrast to former re¬ 
sponses, since Miami civilians have 
been at the forefront in war activities. 

★ Children with poor vision are given 
a chance in a specially designed school¬ 
room at the Southside school in Dade 
County. 

★ James O’Sullivan, Tampa salesman, 
left his tough-looking 100-pound bull¬ 
dog guarding his car. When he found 
car and dog gone, he called police who 
found both—the dog sleeping peace¬ 
fully beside a youthful culprit, also 
asleep in the car. 

★ Tampa police interrupted a youth 
in the act of robbing a liquor store, 
loading the loot into a stolen ambu¬ 
lance. 

ir W. A. Yarrington of Jacksonville, 
had a pocketbook containing $84 of 
which $30 was in a secret compart¬ 
ment. It was stolen while he was 
asleep. A little girl, Acey Brown found 
and returned it, still containing the 
hidden $30. 

★ Unwilling guests of Sheriff Todd 
Tucker of Pinellas County sometimes 
write friends giving their address as 
the Todd Tucker Hotel, Clearwater. 
An attorney in a distant city recently 
sent legal papers to the sheriff to be 
served on a young woman “who is a 
guest or is working at the Todd Tuck¬ 
er hotel.” 

★ A Tampa father had his ’teen age 
son jailed and brought into court 
claiming that he had robbed him of 
$1.50. 

★ A one-man picket held off chal¬ 
lengers with a butcher knife in front 
of a Tampa cigar factory, had his zeal 
cooled by a $15 fine for disturbing the 
peace. 

★ Mrs. Mary Martinson of Plant City, 
bought two dresses in one store, took 
them with her to another store, where 
they were lifted from the counter while 
she turned away to talk to a clerk. 
Hurrying back to the first store to re¬ 
port the theft, she learned that the 
shoplifter had already brought the 
dresses in and exchanged them for an¬ 
other size. A negro man walked out 
of a Tampa dime store with 20 pairs 
of men’s trousers. 

★ St. Petersburg police found a man 
with a bullet wound in his chest. Near¬ 
by was a note reading “To whom it 
may concern: To hell with LeDuc and 


the police.” LeDuc is one of several 
officers who had arrested the man for 
drunkenness. In the hospital with a 
.22 rifle bullet above the lung, the 
would-be suicide was reported in fair 
condition. 

★ Although he had not lost his ration 
books but knew exactly where they 
were, Tampa ration board gave a ne¬ 
gro laborer another set. It seems he had 
provided his best suit for his dead 
brother to be buried in—and forgot 
to take the ration books from the 
pockets. 

Oscar Clemons sold Venus ranch 
deep in Highlands County to Austin 
Pearce of Okeechobee for $210,000. 
Members of the Clemons family are 
Pete, champion of the Arcadia rodeo, 
and Miss Trieste, former queen of the 
rodeo and co-ed at Florida Southern 
College. 

it Tommy Pardo, 16, lost two fingers 
of his right hand working in a Tampa 
box factory. He received $13.20 weekly 
for 69 weeks as compensation but the 
Industrial Commission ordered an ad¬ 
ditional payment of $901 in double in¬ 
demnity since he was found to be un¬ 
der age and employed contrary to the 
child labor law. 

★ Marine Capt. Wilbur Frank Hacker 
made several bets with Miami friends 
that his expected heir would be a boy. 
The pay off: Twin girls. 

★ A two-foot monkey, with the annoy¬ 
ing habit of nipping ankles, and a flock 
of 15 uninvited and unwelcome pigeons 
in the attic of a home gave Miami po¬ 
lice a few busy hours. The monkey, by 
name Marmaduke was finally captured 
with the combined efforts of officers in 
patrol cars and on foot. Sgt. C. D. 
Stanton brought down 14 of the pi¬ 
geons with well-directed shots. 

it Howard Summers of Miami, is 13 
years old. He was born on Friday, Oct. 
13. He has 13 letters in his name. There 
were 13 friends at his birthday party. 
His father was unable to attend; he is 
in California after service as a Seabee 
in the Aleutians—for 13 months. 

★ Mrs. B. Marion Reed of Tampa, 
missed a $1,500 diamond ring, thought 
her maid might have taken it, called 
in police. The maid said she picked 
it up from the dining room table, 
thinking it was not worth much, gave 
it to a white lady who thought it 
pretty. The white lady said she had 
given it to a sailor. The sailor had it, 
turned it over to police who restored 
it to Mrs. Reed. 

it On complaint of a minister and a 
chaplain, Mayor Hixon of Tampa 
started a drive on salacious magazines 


and movies. One maternity film was 
withdrawn. Magazines under attack 
were submitted to a board of men and 
women city employes who found the 
pictures no worse than those in many 
standard and army publications. 

★ A Tampa barber was sentenced to 
eight years for the jealousy shooting 
of his ex-wife and her fiance. 

★ St. Petersburg’s “cookie lady” is 
dead. Mrs. Lillian Scales LeBrant, 66, 
was noted for the batches of cookies 
she had been baking since August 1941 
for servicemen. 

★ It was revealed in court at Miami 
that the mother and grandmother of 
an 11-year-old negro boy had been 
paying $5 a week to a voodoo woman 
to keep a spell off him. 

it Miss Barbara Jean Carlson cleared 
a Miami lunchroom in an estimated 
two seconds flat when she removed a 
business-like gun from her handbag. 
Her story: That she toted the pistol to 
keep away wolves and had brought it 
into the open to discourage four of 
them lurking nearby. 
it William Camp Fitch, 26, civilian 
army air forces instructor, thought it 
would be nice to rate salutes, donned 
full major’s uniform, was so success¬ 
ful that other Miami officers protested 
when he was arrested for imperson¬ 
ating an officer. 

★ Jack Hayward, 23, Tampa, college 
graduate, who was born without arms, 
spurns a show career, continues his 
education to became a lawyer. Hay¬ 
ward holds a cigaret between his toes, 
shaves himself, gets along very well 
without hands or arms. 

it Divorce complaints: Mrs. Gloria 
Newbold, Miami, charged her army 
corporal husband left home to buy a 
can of milk for the baby, stayed away 
three weeks. The manner in which his 
wife turned out pancakes was dis¬ 
pleasing to Robert Linden Branscome, 
Miami. Herman Cohen, soldier, charged 
in Tampa court that he married his 
wife while she was in the hospital 15 
years ago, that she went, from the hos¬ 
pital, home to mother and has been 
there since. A lie detector figured in a 
Miami divorce case—the wife took the 
test which showed she was telling the 
truth when she said she and her hus¬ 
band had not resumed marital rela¬ 
tions; he refused to be tested on his 
story that they had. 
it At Tampa, a much-married woman 
picked up in a tavern for alleged loi¬ 
tering explained that she had left her 
children in the care of one of her ex- 
husbands, had forgotten where he 
lived, was in the tavern trying to lo¬ 
cate him by telephone. 

★ Barbara Isabel Creed, Canadian 
girl, admitted in Miami that she was 
receiving allotment checks as the wife 
of two sailors. 

★ Rose Mussellwhite, irritable be¬ 
cause her husband was dancing with 
Mary Ward at a St. Petersburg tavern, 

(Continued on page 45) 
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County Activities and Personalities 


CT. JOHNS COUNTY commissioners 
placed on the ballot for referendum 
the proposal that a fire control unit be 
established. 

■ County Commissioner Charles H. 
Crandon of DADE has a sign in his 
wholesale drug business welcoming 
salesmen and visitors: “Whether it’s 
business or politics it’s yes or no with 
us. We don’t give anyone the run¬ 
around.” 

H BROWARD commissioners have ap¬ 
pealed to Congress on the problem of 
salt infiltration. 

■ Warning of arrest and prosecution 
for driving harrows and other machines 
not equipped with rubber tires on the 
roads of the county was published by 
LAKE commissioners. 

■ Cable eating worms were blamed 
by PALM BEACH commissioners for 
damage resulting in the temporary 
closing of Southern Boulevard bridge. 

■ Sheriff Culbreath filed with HILLS¬ 
BOROUGH commissioners formal no¬ 
tice required as a first step in obtaining 
benefit payments to the widow and 
children of Deputy Sheriff Suarez, 
fatally wounded in line of duty. 

■ Ralph J. (Bud) Quale was placed in 
full charge of voting machines and 
made independent of Re»gistration Su¬ 
pervisor John Dekle by HILLSBOR¬ 
OUGH commissioners. 

a Use of county-owned land adjacent 
to the armory was granted by DADE 
commissioners for an industrial exposi¬ 
tion Feb. 5 to 17. 

H BAKER commissioners rejected a 
bid of $2,000 for the 4-H club building, 
decided to repair it for the use for 
which it was intended. 

« HILLSBOROUGH County went 
ahead with repairs to Columbus Drive 
alongside Drew Field but blamed 
Army for damage. 

a At the request of BAY County offi¬ 
cials Apalachicola Bay was excluded 
from the shell lease granted by the 
State. 

0 Construction of a TB hospital for 
PALM BEACH County was urged by 
citizens appearing before commission¬ 
ers. 

8 Citizens and organizations appealed 
for placing a juvenile court referendum 
on the ballot but BROWARD commis¬ 
sioners ruled against it. 
s A unanimous resolution praising 
Governor Holland for the improved tax 
certificate procedure was adopted by 
PALM BEACH commissioners. 

■ A referendum on continuation of the 
Jensen road and bridge district was 
placed on the MARTIN County ballot 
by commissioners. 

e ESCAMBIA commissioners notified 
citizens that, although they approved 
a vote machine referendum, the bal¬ 
lots had already been printed. 


■ City of Homestead asked DADE and 
MONROE Counties to deed Cape Sable 
road to the State. 

■ S. N. Smith won nomination as 
commissioner from District 4, DESOTO 
County, by a small margin over Mill¬ 
ard Andrews. 

■ Levies of taxes against Federal 
lands by OKALOOSA County will be 
opposed by the Federal government. 

■ A county and city traffic bureau es¬ 
tablished for PINELLAS County is ex¬ 
pected to save $100,000 annually in 
shipping bills. 

8 A site has been selected for the pro¬ 
posed DADE County juvenile deten¬ 
tion home. 

8 A PINELLAS County water district 
is proposed with legislative power to 
develop water supply resources within 
or without the county. PINELLAS 
board also had before it a proposal by 
the city of Clearwater to develop a 
new traffic artery to relieve congestion 
on routes through the city. 

■ Condemnation proceedings were 
brought to clear the right-of-way for 
the Pine Island road in LEE County. 
a No one wants the old road across 
the keys in Monroe County. Applicant 
for a permit to close a section of the 
road was referred by MONROE com¬ 
missioners to the State Road Depart¬ 
ment and by the Road Department to 
the commissioners. The applicant was 
a firm planning an oil exploration well 
in Barnes’ Sound. 

Q Civic clubs are supporting ST. LU¬ 
CIE commissioners in obtaining right- 
of-way for the improvements to U. S. 
Highway 1 through the county. 

8 Step to retain a one-eighth royalty 
right in oil which may be discovered 
is planned by PALM BEACH commis¬ 
sioners on land sold under tax certifi¬ 
cates. 

■ Angus Williams, named HILLSBOR¬ 
OUGH commissioner by Governor Hol¬ 
land to fill the unexpired term of 
Mayor Curtis Hixon when he took city 
office, resigned and the governor named 
G. Frank Bullard, superintendent of 
county roads and nominee for the full 
term. 

a Distribution of mole cricket bait 
was arranged by commissioners of 
POLK, LAKE, CHARLOTTE and other 
counties. 

8 DADE commissioners are assisting 
in efforts to offer a site for a large vet¬ 
erans hospital in Miami, 
a VOLUSIA commissioners were ask¬ 
ed to assist Sheriff Littlefield in ob¬ 
taining gasoline coupons from the 
west Volusia war price and rationing 
board. 

H Permission was granted by PINEL¬ 
LAS commissioners for a carnival to 
winter at the county fair grounds at 
Largo. 


■ DUVAL commissioners consider a 
group insurance plan for county em¬ 
ployes. 

8 Interracial committee working with 
DADE commissioners and other civil 
agencies plans slum clearance for 
negroes. 

8 Proposals to build a county health 
unit are considered by ORANGE com¬ 
missioners. 

8 County Agent Thomas L. Cain sub¬ 
mitted his resignation to BREVARD 
commissioners. 

8 Dr. Frank M. Hall of Athens, Ala., 
was named county health officer by 
ALACHUA commissioners. Dr. E. A. 
Cook resigned as GADSDEN County 
health officer to go to Mississippi. 

■ Mosquito control is a big talking 
point in many counties. PALM BEACH 
commissioners recommend legislation 
to establish the office of mosquito com¬ 
missioners in the State Board of 
Health. 

a Tallahassee agreed to contribute 
$150 a month for a service officer for 
LEON County. MANATEE commis¬ 
sioners decided that the budget stands 
in the way of a $2,500 grant for a vet¬ 
erans’ information office under the GI 
Bill of Rights. 

B ORANGE commissioners include a 
courthouse addition in post-war plans. 
ESCAMBIA commissioners put for¬ 
ward a secondary road system for post¬ 
war construction. 

0 Bids on surplus war machinery oc¬ 
cupy attention of many boards. VO¬ 
LUSIA commissioners voted to con¬ 
tribute $50 to a State-wide fund to 
send a joint representative to Washing¬ 
ton to bid on surplus equipment. 
h VOLUSIA County has a surplus 
fund of nearly $100,000. PALM BEACH 
County has a cash balance of $407,000. 
w VOLUSIA millage reduction for gen¬ 
eral purposes was offset by an increase 
in school levy—total 10.3 mills. State 
Budget Board withheld approval of 
ST. LUCIE budget until one mill had 
been trimmed from 10.94 millage set. 
ALACHUA levied 3.4 mills for schools, 
6.3 for general purposes and gained 
approval of comptroller. ORANGE 
budget was approved, ending long con¬ 
troversy, with one mill added for debt 
service. HAMILTON raised taxes by a 
half mill. ESCAMBIA millage remains 
the same as last year, 11.8. MONROE 
commissioners trimmed proposed levy 
to 7 mills. GULF County reduced mill- 
age by Vs mill, to 11*8, cutting other 
levies and upping schools by 3 mills. 
MARION assessments are up to a rec¬ 
ord high of $33,500,000. SEMINOLE 
commissioners and clerk were praised 
by comptroller for the neatness and 
correctness of budget submitted mill- 
age no increase. 
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Dade’s Small Claims Court 
Gives “Little Man” a Break 

By JEANNE BELLAMY 
Miami Herald Staff Writer 


The time of this little scene is a year 
ago. The place: anywhere in Dade 
County. The character: Joe a working 
man, and Mr. Skinflint, who backed his 
big sedan into Joe’s parked car and 
crumpled the fender. 

“Here’s the bill from the garage,” 
says Joe “Twenty bucks.” 

“I haven’t got time to be bothered 
with such trivial stuff,” says Skinflint. 
“Get out of here and stop annoying 
me.” 

“But you know you ought to pay it,” 
says Joe. “Besides, .I’ve got to have 
the money so I can get my car out of 
the garage.” 

“So what? What are you going to do 
about it?” 

Joe is burned up. 

“I’ll sue you!” he shouts. 

“Go ahead,” says Skinflint with a 
sneer. 

And Joe never did sue, because he 
found out it would cost $10 just to 
file the suit, and he’d have to hire a 
lawyer, and it might be months be¬ 
fore the case would be tried. So he 
just paid the $20 himself, muttering 

that a little man couldn’t get justice. 

* * * 

Remember the days when such inci¬ 
dents were common? It could have 
happened to you, and probably did, 
with some variation in details. 

You know now, if you’ve been keep¬ 
ing posted on what goes on, that 
it needn’t happen here any more. 

During the past 12 months, several 
hundred persons in Dade County have 
discovered the new, cheap, easy way to 
collect just claims ranging from $1 to 
$99.99—the small claims court. 

These courts were established Oct. 
1, 1943 with the five justices of the 
peace as judges. 

“We have had no complaints con¬ 
cerning the operation of these courts,” 
writes Sydney L. Weintraub, chairman 
of the small claims courts committee 
of the Dade County Bar Association in 
his annual report. 

“This committee is happy to report,” 
Weintraub continues, “that the courts 
appear to be accomplishing the pur¬ 
pose contemplated in their creation, 
to-wit: provide a procedure whereby 
the ‘little man,’ so to speak, in the com¬ 
munity can get his case before the 
court for a small filing fee and have it 
heard within 15 days without necessity 
of any technical and complicated pro¬ 
cedure.” 

In case you haven’t heard before, 
here’s the way it works: 

Suppose you have a just claim for 
any amount less than $100. Whoever 


owes you the money refuses to pay. 
You go to the nearest small claims 
court and tell the clerk your story. She 
helps you fill out a simple statement 
of the facts. You pay $2.50 and the 
postage for having a notice sent to 
the defendant by registered mail. A 
hearing is set, right then, for a time 
not less than five days nor more than 
15 days from the date you file the suit. 
You need no lawyer. 

Here’s the way it has been working, 
on the basis of reports from small 
claims court judges on 340 suits filed 
Oct. 1, 1943 to last June 1. 

Thirty-five percent of the cases have 
been settled without a hearing. This 
means if you were a plaintiff in one of 
these 117 cases, you got the money 
due you, plus the $2.50 filing fee, with¬ 
out even appearing in court. 

Thirty percent of the cases have re¬ 
sulted in judgments for the plaintiffs. 
Had you been the plaintiff in one of 
these 102 cases, you attended a hear¬ 
ing at which the defendant told his 
story, too. Then you either got your 
money right away or in installments, 
as directed by the judge. 

In 10 percent of the cases, the de¬ 


fendants won. This means that if you 
were a plaintiff in one of these 34 
cases, you lost, because the judge, 
after hearing both sides, decided you 
weren’t entitled to the money you 
claimed was due you. 

Twenty-five percent of the 340 cases 
were reported as new suits, still pend¬ 
ing. 

Weintraub, who drafted the legisla¬ 
tive act creating the small claims 
courts in collaboration with Circuit 
Judge Paul D. Barns and Assistant 
County Solicitor Glenn C. Mincer, is 
enthusiastic about the results of the 
first year’s operation. 

In an address to the bar association, 
he explained the simplicity and cheap¬ 
ness of the procedure, adding: 

“The very people who litigate in the 
smaller courts are our jurymen in the 
courts of larger jurisdiction. It is 
important to us as lawyers that they 
have respect for our judicial system 
and not come up to the larger cases 
as jurymen with a prejudiced im¬ 
pression that justice is only for those 
of wealth.” 
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Differ on Whether Florida 
To Have New Land Boom 


Is Florida sipping at the intoxicat¬ 
ing flagon of another boom? 

Nobody wants one—on that point 
all are agreed. But at least one 
expert on real estate values has spot¬ 
ted a boom-time trend in the Sun¬ 
shine State. 

Other authorities think Florida 
learned her lesson in the slap-happy 
days of 1925 and won’t go off the deep 
end again. 

Suspicious signs are seen by Ferman 
Wilson real estate editor of the Mi¬ 
ami Herald and one of the State’s fore¬ 
most authorities on land values. 

“Like the rumble of an approaching 
hurricane, there are signs on the Flor¬ 
ida horizon of another of those big, 
bad land booms,” Wilson declared. 

“Booms are hatched on vacant land. 
Lately, there have been suspiciously 
large sales of unimproved property 
One syndicate has bought 4,000 acres 
south and west of Miami for subdi¬ 
vision purposes. 

“Another subdividing company has 
taken a 2,800-acre tract immediately 
north of Miami. Numerous individual 
lot sales are reported. On top of 
that, many are looking to Florida real 
estate as a hedge against inflation. 

“Resumption of construction will be 
another factor. The present market 
cannot be considered a boom, but the 
wind is blowing in that direction.” 

A different view is taken by Presi¬ 
dent J. E. Hollenbeck of the Florida 
Association of Realtors who said: 

“The present real estate market is 
very active but sound because pur¬ 
chasers are buying for actual use. As 
long as the buyer has an actual or 
anticipated use for the property or 
if it can be put into use to earn a 
fair return on the cost, there is no 
boom. When the purchaser is not de¬ 
pendent on a resale before the next 
payment to meet that payment, there 
is no boom.” 

There is an acute housing shortage, 
Realtor F. Clyde Reese of Jacksonville 
said, and homes in Florida at present 
are selling for 20 to 40 percent more 
than their cost of reproduction. This 
is because there is such a tremendous 
demand for housing and not a large 
enough supply, he explained. 

It is his opinion that Florida is as 
near a boom period now as it will get 
during or after the war. 

“We do not want another boom in 
Florida,” Reese said, “especially one 


which would be tinged with the marks 
of the 1925 variety. We will not have 
another boom if the responsible real¬ 
tors and business men have their 
way.” 

A short, sharp recession lasting six 
months immediately after the war fol¬ 
lowed by a period of unstable economy 
and then five to eight years of great 
prosperity, was predicted by Vice 
President Harold Colee of the Florida 
State Chamber of Commerce. 

He firmly believes this era of pros¬ 
perity will be followed by a severe 
depression unless the necessary pre¬ 
cautions are taken by government and 
industry in Florida. 

Under the impetus of the necessity 
of war, an embryonic industrial econ¬ 
omy has developed in Florida which 
will head the State toward extensive 
lost war growth and development, 
Colee said. 

“Florida will have an increased 




tourist business plus greatly expand¬ 
ed agricultural and industrial markets. 
There will be the manufacture of huge 
stocks of goods to replenish the de¬ 
pleted supplies. This will help bring 
the law of supply and demand into a 
leveling off trend and aid in preventing 
another boom. 

“Added to the already mature sugar 
industry will be the growth of new 
plants for dehydrating fruits and vege¬ 
tables. War has discovered new uses 
for turpentine, tung oil, and even the 
lowly Florida seaweed. Many prod¬ 
ucts have been found to have hundreds 
of profitable uses. Returning veterans 
and others will find Florida open for 
new and expansive opportunities.” 

Is Florida going to have another 
boom? 

“The answer lies in the sanity and 
sense of the people of the State,” Co¬ 
lee declared. “Thus far there are no 
signs of a boom on the business ho¬ 
rizon.” 


Morgan’s famous Confederate raid¬ 
ers had their camp paper, too. It was 
published intermittently on whatever 
press the cavalry could capture. 
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Peas From Seeds In King Tut 
Tomb Thrive In Florida 

Pea vines al Orlando owe existence to seeds 3,300 years old, the second 
generation of the original. Planted "out of season/' the peas matured so 
quickly that a new garden crop for Florida is indicated. Col. Harlan W. 
Holden, in charge of the amazing plants vouches for their astonishing prog¬ 
ress at the AAF Tactical Center. A vegetable "life after death" is demon¬ 
strated, three of the original peas having been unearthed in the tomb of King 
Tutankhamen in 1922. 


This is a story that covers nearly 
3,300 years and 6,000 miles, from the 
burial place of a mummified monarch 
to the humming Army Air Forces Tac¬ 
tical Center at Orlando. It’s about 
some amazing and apparently immor¬ 
tal little vegetables that have a touch 
of “The Sleeping Beauty” and “The 
Magic Beanstalk” in them. 

It begins in Egypt. 

When the young King Tutankhamen 
was entombed, about 1350 B. C., the 
Egyptians buried with him the 
precious works of art, jewels and rich 
furnishings befitting a ruler of that 
period. And in 1922 and 1923 when 
Lord Carnarvon and Howard Carter 
explored their historic discovery, the 
world goggled at the riches whose 
intrinsic value was estimated at more 
than $40,000,000. 

In that dazzling and slap-happy 
era of “King Tut” gowns, gags and 
gadgets, few persons paid much atten¬ 
tion to such humble contents of the 
crypt as the grains and vegetables 
which had been interred with the king 
according to the custom of the time. 
But these ancient kernels, which had 
darkened and withered while 33 cen¬ 
turies dragged across the tomb, may 
prove to be one of the most impor¬ 
tant finds of all. 

In their own quiet way they have 
already demonstrated an immortality 
that the Pharaohs failed to prove with 
all their elaborate rites and magnifi¬ 
cently furnished tombs. 

For seeds from that distant dy¬ 
nasty, carried to a country undreamed 
of during the reign of Tutankhamen 
have sprouted and flourished. And the 
second and third generations of those 
seeds seem bent on creating a stir of 
their own in the horticultural ' world. 

In 1936 an English archaeologist who 
had worked on the Tutankhamen ex¬ 
cavation sent to his American friend, 
Maj. Walter G. Dyer, three small, dry 
peas from the tomb. They were the 
first to arrive in this country, and in 
due season the major planted them in 
his garden at Portsmouth, R. I. They 


and a half feet. By the Fourth of 
July the pea vines were at an average 
of seven feet. 

And there was something remark¬ 
able about these plants. They were 
given a wide berth by the worms, 
green lice and beetles, common to this 


grew just as if they had come right 
from the seed store. 

The resultant seeds were planted 
the following year and Maj. Dyer har¬ 
vested about a pound and a half of 
fresh peas. Some of these he took 
with him to the AAF Tactical Center 
in Florida, the unique military instal¬ 
lation which includes, among its va¬ 
rious experimental and training de¬ 
partments, a jungle survival course. 

Col. Harlan W. Holden, comman¬ 
dant of AAYTAC’s School of Applied 
Tactics, took charge from there. He 
acted on the theory that what grew 
in Egypt ought to do all right in Flor¬ 
ida, and that a vegetable family that 
could come out of a 33-century coma 
might also survive off-season cultiva¬ 
tion. 

On April 10, after the regular pea 
crop in Florida was finished, he plant¬ 
ed some 60 of these seeds in the sand- 
based soil outside his office. 

Any gardener in this part of the 
country will tell you that you can’t 
raise peas in the central Florida area 
at that time of year. As a matter of 
fact, they told Col. Holden that; and 
while he patiently listened to them 
over the phone, he looked out the 
window to where the peas were grow¬ 
ing. 

Marks on the colonel’s window cas¬ 
ing show the progress of the vines. In 
the first six weeks they grew three 
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part of the country, which continued 
to chew up other vegetation only a 
few yards away. Leaving aside one 
sergeant’s interesting theory that 
these garden pests feared some kind 
of a “King Tut” curse, the matter is 
not entirely explained either by the 
careful attention which the pea vines 
received. 

Cpl. Merle Tibbetts, who has had 
previous experience with growing 
things in the drier areas of California 
and who is now on duty with jungle 
course at AAFTAC, takes skillful 
care of all of his plants. He placed 
the “Kink Tut” peas in a trench filled 
with good earth, fertilized them, and 
watered them constantly. But wait a 
minute— 

A few other seeds from the Rhode 
Island crop were planted at the same 
time. These seeds had been attacked 
by worms and beetles, and were so 
perforated by pests that they were 
considered practically worthless. They 
were tossed into some sandy soil near 
Maj. Dyer’s office and given no atten¬ 
tion at all. You guessed it—they grew, 
too; and were also immune from at¬ 
tack. 

There was, as Cpl. Tibbets puts it, 
a 100 percent germination of all the 
peas that were planted. The other 
half of the “third generation” peas 
are in a War Department envelope 
in Col. Holden’s desk and will be 
planted during the proper season, 
when conditions are supposed to be 
more favorable to their growth! That 
will be in the late fall, to bear in De¬ 
cember or early in January. 

And what are the peas like? Maj. 
Dyer ate a part of the second crop, 
after boiling them in the usual man¬ 
ner. He reports that they were tasty 
and had a distinctive walnut flavor 
Col. Holden refused to allow any of 
the present crop to be eaten because 
of his desire to accumulate a larger 
supply of seed stock. He plans to have 
a taste from any future growing. 

These green peas, which grow about 
four to six in a pod, look like the 
usual garden variety except that they 
are slightly elongated and somewhat 
flatter than the average pea, which is 
almost perfectly round. The seeds 
are darker than the ordinary, varying 
from a rust color to deeper shades 
of reddish brown. 

There’s a definite possibility that 
these peas, more heat-resistant and 
apparently more bug-resistant than 
the ordinary, may provide a new 
Florida crop. He merely points out 
the window to the vines and says that 
he will be glad to pass his informa¬ 
tion on. And to horticulturists who 
wish to try cross-breeding or who want 
to carry the experiment forward in 
other ways, he is also willing to give 
a limited number of his seeds. 


Electrolytic plate during wartime has 
replaced dipped plate for canning a 
large percentage of food products. 


TAKING FULL ADVANTAGE 
OF OPPORTUNITIES 

(Conlinued from page 7) 

which has been called the Gibraltar of 
the Western Hemisphere and which is 
also a unique point of interest for 
tourists and visitors. 

The war, which handicapped high¬ 
way construction, actually increased 
the need for free bridges, and made it 
mandatory that the important outpost 
of Key West be linked with the main¬ 
land. Full advantage was taken of 
these war necessities in order to ob¬ 
tain permanent benefits for the State. 
The road department, under Chairman 
Tom Johnson, therefore, turned handi¬ 
caps to advantage and gave the State 
an administration of highway business 
sprinkled with lasting accomplish¬ 
ments of great value, during years 
when a policy of inactivity might have 
been expected and even justified. 

At the same time, the road depart¬ 
ment has, of course, maintained thou¬ 
sands of miles of highways under 
hardships and in the face of extraor¬ 
dinarily heavy wartime travel and, on 
top of that, has husbanded its re¬ 
sources so that a reserve fund of sev¬ 
eral million dollars is on hand ready 
to be spent when the war ends for 
the dual purpose of extending the 
mileage of modern paved highway in 


the State and of creating post-war 
jobs for returning servicemen and dis¬ 
placed war workers. 

To our way of thinking Tom John¬ 
son’s outstanding characteristic is the 
kind of vision that enables him to see 
every opportunity. 
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National Forest Areas 
For New Hunting' Grounds 

State and Federal agencies are tak¬ 
ing cooperative steps to assure Flor¬ 
ida’s general public of future hunting 
grounds amply supplied with deer, tur¬ 
key and other game. 

The U. S. Forest Service hopes with¬ 
in four or five years to open up two 
more large national forest areas to 
regulated hunting under a plan similar 
to the one that has operated success¬ 
fully in the Ocala national forest since 
1937. 

That will do much to replace the 
hunting areas being lost to the aver¬ 
age hunter through posting of prop¬ 
erties by private owners who have 
bought up and fenced large holdings 
for agricultural development or per¬ 
sonal hunting grounds. 

The supply of game has been in¬ 
creasing throughout the State steadily 
in recent years, Director I. N. Ken¬ 
nedy of the State Game and Fish 
Commission said but Floridians are 
becoming more and more hard put 
to find a place in which to hunt it. 

So the game department has fur¬ 
nished conservation agents to police 
game management areas set aside for 
development in the Osceola and Apa¬ 
lachicola national forests. After seven 
years of protection some deer are be¬ 
ginning to overflow onto private lands. 

As soon as the supply gets great 
enough, the areas will be opened to 
hunters, John W. Squires, head of the 
U. S. Forest Service in Florida, said. 

Squires is an old hand at supervised 
hunting. He organized the famous 
wild boar hunts in the Cherokee na¬ 
tional forests in Tennessee and ran 
the deer hunts in North Carolina’s 
Pisgah national forest. 

Squires believes there is no reason 
why the Apalachicola national forest 
between Tallahassee and Apalachicola 
shouldn’t be one of the best wild tur¬ 
key hunting grounds in the Nation, 
because it is just the type of land 
best suited for turkeys. Deer and tur¬ 
key hunting will be the big features 
when the forest is opened. There 
also will be bears, panthers, wildcats, 
foxes and the like if anyone wants to 
go after them. 

On the Osceola forest near Lake 
City, the emphasis will be on deer, 
“and the population is increasing rap¬ 
idly,” Squires said. 

Game management experts learned 
a lesson in North Carolina about how 
to give the general public a break on 
the hunting deal. Up there, after the 
game supply was established, private 
gun clubs bought up most of the land 
around the management area and mo¬ 
nopolized the overflow of game. 

So provisions are being made to see 
that it doesn’t happen in Florida. Be¬ 
tween every game management area 
and the boundary of the national for¬ 
est there will be a buffer zone in which 
unregulated general hunting will be 


allowed, as well as open strips inside 
the areas where it is possible. 

For instance, the Apalachicola for¬ 
est is split by two major rivers—the 
Apalachicola and the Ochlockonee. 
Along the banks of each there is a 
two- or three-mile strip outside the 
protected area. 

Squires said hunting on a protected 
area, when done judiciously, increases 
the deer supply outside the area be¬ 
cause it breaks up herds and causes 
the game to spread out and propagate 
new herds. 

An average of 1,500 hunters a year 
have gone into the Ocala national 
forest since 1937 mainly to hunt deer, 
and about one hunter in every 10 has 
killed a buck, yet the supply still 
is increasing and hunting outside the 


forest is better than ever. One buck 
a year is all a hunter is allowed. When 
he gets his share, he isn’t allowed on 
the forest until the next season. 

Aside from the game management 
areas, the State has steadily been 
building up the game in Florida with 
about 100 game preserves ranging from 
5,000 to 100,000 acres. No hunting is 
allowed in the areas, and the game 
gradually is overflowing onto private 
lands. 
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Uniform National Highway 
Regulations Are Proposed 

A resolution urging Nation-wide uni¬ 
form highway limitations and dimen- 
sons for the improvement of interstate 
commerce was adopted by members of 
the Florida Highway Users Associa¬ 
tion, at a meeting in Orlando Oct. 12. 
C. B. Treadway, chairman of the group, 
presented the resolution to the State 
Road Department, also in session in 
that city, for consideration. 

Pointing out that existing trade bar¬ 
riers and lack of uniformity in sizes 
and weights impede the movement of 
agricultural products, products of for¬ 
est, petroleum, minerals, goods and 
people by motor vehicles, the resolu¬ 
tion proposes that— 

“States with low weights limits and 
dimensions revise their present laws 
toward a national policy on uniform 
minimum sizes and weights which is 
based on research, experience and en¬ 
gineering availed them by national 
and State trade organizations and Fed¬ 
eral and State authorities. 

“Congress and the State be urged to 
abolish all trade barriers to interstate 
transportation with respect to special 
taxes, nuisance taxes collected at ports 
of entry and the like. 

“U. S. Public Roads Administration 
and the State Road Department of 
Florida plan and build future road 
systems adequate to meet the expected 
post-war use of all highway users, the 
expenditures for this program being 
kept within the users ‘ability to pay.’ 

“Special motor imports levied for 
highway use to be kept at a minimum 
level. 

“Florida continue and further pro¬ 
mote reciprocal agreements with other 
States for the benefit of all highway 
users and the public interest.” 

Mr. Treadway stated that fhe reso¬ 
lution would be presented to all State 
Road Departments and filed in Wash¬ 
ington for congressional consideration. 

During the business session of the 
association Treadway was reelected 
chairman and A. Gertner of Jackson¬ 
ville was elected secretary-treasurer. 


Hail Who Served as Human 
Guinea Pig at Bay Pines 

John R. Kissinger, Spanish war vet¬ 
eran from Clearwater is a patient in 
the Bay Pines hospital. Kissinger 
was a hospital steward in Cuba in 
1900 with the American troops. He 
and John Moran volunteered to have 
mosquitoes, that were known to have 
bitten yellow fever patients, bite them. 
Both of them contracted yellow fever 
and it was then found how yellow 
fever was spread. These experiments 
have had much to do with the develop¬ 
ment of Central and South America, 
and the future of civilization in those 
regions. 

Kissinger was awarded the Con¬ 
gressional Medal of Honor and other 


medals for his part in those experi¬ 
ments. For many years he has lec¬ 
tured all over the Nation and has been 
in many motion picture films. He had 
to give up his lecture work three years 
ago and says he has never recovered 
from his case of yellow fever but fig¬ 
ures that he has done his part in the 
saving of many millions of lives. He 
says that when he first came to Pinel¬ 
las County that St. Petersburg had a 
population of 1,600. 


About 90 percent of pulpwood cut 
in this country is carried in trucks, 
according to the Office of War Infor¬ 
mation. 
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State Releases Funds For 
Two Long-Pending Projects 

State funds for two long-pending 
projects—restoration of St. Augustine 
and the Stephen Foster Memorial at 
White Springs—have been released by 
the cabinet. 

The board agreed to permit expen¬ 
diture of the remaining $45,000 of a 
$50,000 St. Augustine restoration ap¬ 
propriation that was voted by the legis¬ 
lature several years ago. 

It also approved expenditure of $15,- 
000 on preliminary work toward con¬ 
struction of the Foster Memorial on 
the banks of the Suwannee River, 
which the composer made famous in 
song. The total appropriation is $100,- 
000, but only a few thousand dollars 
have been spent. 

The $45,000 allotted to the St. Au¬ 
gustine Restoration and Preservation 
Association will form the nucleus of a 
multi-million dollar fund which spon¬ 
sors hope to raise through national 
organizations to restore the Nation’s 
oldest city to the physical appearance 
it had during the Spanish days nearly 
400 years ago. 

“I can’t imagine a better post-war 
project for St. Augustine than that,” 
Gov. Holland declared, commenting 
that both Sen. Frank D. Upchurch and 
Walter B. Fraser, who will succeed 
Upchurch in the State senate, have 
requested that the State money be 
made available to get the program 
underway. 

The cabinet made payment of the 
$45,000 contingent upon receipt of a 
detailed report on how the first $5,000 
allotment was spent. The legislative 
act appropriating the funds requires 
that periodic reports on disbursements 
be made to the comptroller. 


HUMBLE CLOSES NO. 2 WELL 

The Humble Oil & Refining Com¬ 
pany has announced that its No. 2 test 
at Sunniland, on land of the Gulf 
Coast Realties Corporation, had been 
abandoned at 13,512 feet as a dry hole. 

The depth, more than two and a 
half miles, compared with the world’s 
deepest hole, 15,279 feet, in Pecos 
County, Texas. Next deepest hole in 
Florida is the No. 1 Humble well a 
mile east of the No. 2 hole, now pro¬ 
ducing from 11,626 feet. 

The drillers encountered a show of 
oil in the No. 2 test at about the level 
of the producing well but drill stem 
tests were disappointing and the com¬ 
pany asked the drillers to keep going. 

With abandonment of the second 
test, the rig will be moved to the com¬ 
pany’s No. 4 location a mile and a 
half north of the discovery well, 
where drilling will be commenced as 
soon as it can be set up. No 1 is the 
only producing well in the State and 
at last reports was making about 35 
barrels a day. 

Humble No. 3 on State land in Dade 
County is down to 6,284 feet. 


Annual Gold Modal Award training base, Fort Pierce, $8,500 for 
For Wildlifo Conservation water sup p'y s y stem improvements. 


The annual gold medal award to the 
individual selected as having done the 
best work for wildlife conservation in 
Florida will be made at the annual 
meeting of the Florida State Chamber 
of Commerce in Tampa on December 
4-5, Walter C. Sherman, president of 
the organization announced. 

All individuals, civic organizations, 
chambers of commerce, as well as 
sportsmen’s clubs, interested in wild¬ 
life conservation are requested to send 
letters to the State chamber recom¬ 
mending any person whom, in their 
opinion, should be considered by the 
special committee appointed to make 
the selection for this signal honor. 
Workers in overalls will receive equal 
consideration with white collar lead¬ 
ers, Sherman said. 

The award this year will be the 
fourth made by the State Chamber of 
Commerce under the sponsorship of 
the Florida Wildlife Federation. Gov¬ 
ernor Spessard L. Holland received the 
first, Augustus S. Houghton of Coco¬ 
nut Grove, secretary of the American 
Game Association, the second and 
Erl Roman, fishing editor of the Miami 
Herald, the third. 


NAVY APPROVES 
FLORIDA WORK 

Approval of three Florida projects 
involving expenditure of $52,850 by 
the navy has been announced by the 
office of Sen. Andrews. 

They are: Naval air station, Pensa¬ 
cola, $39,350 for building alterations 
and equipment; naval operating base, 
Key West, $5,000 for widening ap¬ 
proach to buildings No. 99; amphibious 
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Florida Wood and Canvas 
Factories Are Commended 


Florida manufacturers of wood and 
canvas products have achieved an 
outstanding record in the production 
and supply of engineer equipment and 
materials, Capt. Fred D. Mendenhall, 
engineer in charge of the Tampa U. S. 
engineer office said. 

“Since the conversion from nor¬ 


mal peacetime operations to produc¬ 
ing for war, these manufacturers have 
turned out 4,000 precut barracks, 8,435 
canvas water storage tanks, 140,000 
canvas bags and carrying cases, 55,- 
000 tool and equipment chests and 
20,000 units of machine replacement 
parts,” Capt. Mendenhall said. 

Among miscellaneous items of mili¬ 
tary .production listed were 14,000 
wooden drawing boards and blasting 
cap-carrying boxes sufficient to hold 
2,200,000 individual charges. The 4,000 
precut barracks involved the utiliza¬ 
tion of 15,000,000 board feet of fram¬ 
ing and crating lumber, 13,000,000 
square feet of structural plywood, 472 
tons of nails, bolts and other hard¬ 
ware, 36 y 2 acres of insect screening 
and 28 V 2 acres of plastic window glass 
substitute. 

“If this material had been used on 
a peacetime housing project, it would 
have constructed more than 2,500 av¬ 


erage residences, adequate to accom- 
modate 10,000 people,” Capt. Menden¬ 
hall said. “However, utilized in bar¬ 
racks designed by the engineers, the 
material is sufficient to shelter six di- 


visions of troops. 

“The total water storage of canvas 
tanks manufactured in Florida would 
care for the total consumption of a 
city of 500,000 population.” 

In addition to that production, Flor¬ 
ida’s natural resources have been mo¬ 
bilized for military supply. More than 
112,000 gallons of turpentine and more 
than 25,000,000 board feet of lumber 
have been shipped overseas or to ports 
of embarkation. These shipments of 
lumber do not include those used in 
the manufacturing program carried on 
under the supervision of the engi¬ 
neers. 


HILLSBOROUGH DAM 
CONTRACT APPROVED 

Award of contract by Tampa to Lew¬ 
is & McDowell, Inc., New York, for 
construction of a dam in the Hills¬ 
borough River to impound water for 
the Tampa municipal waterworks has 
been concurred in by the regional of¬ 
fice of the Federal Works Agency. Oli¬ 
ver T. Ray, regional director said the 
contract was for $148,013, and the dam 
will replace one that was washed out 
in a flood several years ago. 

The project is a part of extensive 
improvements being made to the ex¬ 
isting water supply at Tampa and is 
being financed jointly by the city and 
Federal government. 


University of Florida 
Will Secure Dairy Grant 

A research gift in dairy manufac¬ 
turing at the University of Florida, 
given in memory of the late Robert 
W. Miller of Jacksonville, has been an¬ 
nounced by Dr. E. L. Fouts, dairy 
technologist with the Agricultural Ex¬ 
periment Station, Gainesville. 

To be known as the Robert W. Mil¬ 
ler memorial grant for research in 
dairy manufacturing, the gift was 
made by the Miller Machinery and 
Supply Co., of Jacksonville, in honor 
of its late founder. Dr. Fouts said 
that the company has been interested 
in dairy research at the university for 
some years, and is now making the 
grant to further research work. 

“We anticipate that similar grants 


will be made in the future, and that 
they will permit the expanding of re¬ 
search in the dairy products labora¬ 
tory by advanced students,” Dr. Fouts 
stated. 


The largest shipment of drugs flown 
by air express last year weighed 20,- 
000 pounds and required the employ¬ 
ment of two large cargo plans in addi¬ 
tion to the regular air express service 
and was flown at a three-mile-a-minute 
speed from the United States to South 
America. 
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Nesting Season of Terns At 
Fort Jefferson About Over 

The nesting season of the noddy 
and sooty tern colonies at Fort Jeffer¬ 
son National Monument is now draw¬ 
ing to a close. This season, as in the 
past eight years, these mysterious 
oceanic birds have nested on Bush 
Key, one of the Dry Tortugas Islands 
which lies just a few hundred feet 
northeast of the fort. 

The history of these birds is most 
interesting. According to a study 
made by the National Park Service, 
the earliest knowledge of these colonies 
was recorded by the historian of Ponce 
de Leon, who discovered Dry Tortu¬ 
gas in 1513. Later in 1565, an Eng¬ 
lish privateer named John Hawkins 
visited the island and in 1832 John 
James Aububon, the great naturalist 
and artist, wrote of his experience at 
the Dry Tortugas, at which time he 
painted the noddy and sooty terns. 
These three pioneers all referred to 
the great numbers of birds which 
nested there, told of killing boatloads 
of birds and gathering large quanti¬ 
ties of their eggs. 

In later years depredations continu¬ 
ed, largely by egg dealers, who loaded 
tons of eggs for shipment to Cuba. 
These supplies were thought to be 
inexhaustible until the year 1903 ar¬ 
rived and it was found that only 4,000 
birds remained. At this time interest 
in saving the colonies from extinction 
was aroused, and from then on, a 
steady increase has been experienced. 

In 1935, when the area was pro¬ 
claimed a national monument, the col¬ 
onies totaled 33,000 birds. Under 
careful protection, this number has 
now increased to 130,000, and the col¬ 
onies can again be considered one of 
the Nation’s wildlife attractions. 


INTERSTATE OIL COMMISSION 
INVITED TO FLORIDA 

Florida’s State cabinet will invite 
the interstate oil commission to hold 
its December meeting in Florida. The 
commission is made up of officials of 
the Federal government oil producing 
staff and the petroleum industry and it 
holds quarterly meetings to discuss 
common oil problems. 

Elgin Bayless, State land agent, 
who, wilji Assistant Attorney General 
R. W. Ervin, Jr., represented Florida 
at a meeting in Oklahoma City in Oc¬ 
tober told the cabinet the commission 
“would like to meet in Florida if you 
will invite them.” 

Bayless suggested that members of 
the legislature and public officials be 
asked to attend the session to get ac¬ 
quainted with oil problems and other 
States’ methods of meeting them. 

Petroleum conservation, taxation and 
regulation probably will be one of the 
principal questions before the 1945 
legislature. 


Junior Chamber Commerce 
To Meet in Miami Beach 

The Florida Junior Chamber of Com¬ 
merce will hold its fall conference at 
the McFadden-Deauville Hotel in Mi¬ 
ami Beach November 4 and 5, Presi¬ 
dent C. Ervin Waller has announced. 

Featured speakers on the two-day 
conclave include Charles C. Schlink of 
Peoria, Ill., national chairman of the 
United States Junior Chamber of Com¬ 
merce Veterans’ Rehabilitation Com¬ 
mittee who is making a Nation-wide 
tour in the interest of his work and 
Oscar B. Clark, national director from 
Kerrville, Texas. 

Waller stated that the business ses¬ 
sions will lay stress on veterans’ re¬ 
habilitation, the report and recommen¬ 
dations of a special committee study¬ 
ing coeducation for Florida’s institu¬ 
tions of higher learning, and personnel 
training within indusry for post-war 
preparation as recommended by the 
committee on economic development. 


INCOME OF FLORIDIANS 
INCREASES 

Floridians are credited with an in¬ 
come of $2,072,000,000 for 1943, accord¬ 
ing to the final computation of na¬ 
tional and State income payments re¬ 
leased by the Department of Com¬ 
merce. 

Income for Florida citizens more 
than doubled over the five-year period 

--- 
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from- 1939 to 1943. The State ranks 
fourth among 11 Southeastern States 
and 21st in the Nation. 

The State’s per capita income reach¬ 
ed $874 in 1943, being 32d nationally, 
and $157 below the national average 
for the year. 
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Humble Given Oil Leases Oil 
40,000 Acres of State Lands 

Rent-free oil leases on 40,000 acres 
of State-owned Palm Beach and Brow¬ 
ard County lands were granted to 
Humble Oil Company as part of the 
State reward for bringing in Flor¬ 
ida’s first commercial oil well. 

Trustees of the internal improve¬ 
ment fund previously had awarded the 
company the $50,000 cash prize es¬ 
tablished by the 1941 legislature. The 
company divided the cash and an ad¬ 
ditional $10,000 evenly between the 
University of Florida and the Florida 
State College for Women for student 
scholarship funds. 

The bonus leases are on the stand¬ 
ard form for oil leases. The companjr 
has oil rights on the lands for five 
years without paying rent, and if it is 
drilling on the lands at the end of 
five years it will be entitled to renew 
the leases at 10 cents an acre per year. 
One-eighth of any oil produced will 
belong to the State. 

Four separate leases were granted, 
each covering a 10,000-acre tract. The 
leaseholds run in a line south from a 
point about 20 miles west of West 
Palm Beach but are not connected. 
Most of the area is in Palm Beach 
County. 

Internal improvement fund trustees 
also granted two five-year 122,000-acre 
leases on submerged land along the 
Florida keys to J. P. Scranton of 
Houston, Tex., under the options in a 
1943 exploration agreement. 

The area leased runs from Boca 
Chica to Bahihonda Key. The price, 
stipulated in the old exploration agree¬ 
ment was $500 for each lease for the 
first year and annual rental ranging 
from one to 10 cents an acre, depend¬ 
ing on the classification of the lands, 
thereafter. 

Scranton previously exercised his 
option to take three leases in the Card 
Sound area, where he now is prepar¬ 
ing to drill a well. 

The exploration contract was given 
originally to William G. Blanchard, 
but he assigned three-fourths inter¬ 
est to Scranton. The contract gives 
Scranton and Blanchard the right to 
make oil explorations and an option 
to lease selected drilling blocks in a 
million-acre area of ocean and gulf 
bottoms around the Florida keys. 


Rare Blue-Headed Quail 
Is Caught By Naturalist 

A rare blue - headed quail - dove, 
caught by caddies on the Fort Myers 
golf course was tentatively identified 
by Ike Shaw, taxidemist, and Ronald 
Halgrim, amateur naturalist, as a Gam- 
bel’s partridge, commonly known in 
the Southwestern States as an Ari¬ 
zona quail. At present the bird is be¬ 
ing cared for by Mr. Shaw at his Heit- 
man street shop. It eats and drinks 
and does not act wild in its cage al¬ 
though it escaped once yesterday 
while Mr. Shaw was trying to dis¬ 
cover if one of its wings had been 
cropped or injured. 

L. V. Harris got the bird from the 
caddies and showed it to Secretary 
W. B. Seabrook of the chamber of 
commerce. Seabrook called in Hal- 
grim who looked up the specimen in 
an Audubon book. It was not shown 
in his Florida bird manual. Halgrim 
tentatively identified it as a blue head¬ 
ed quail-dove or staroneas cyanocepha- 
lia. When the bird was taken to Ike 
Shaw he got out his encyclopedia and 
decided that the beautiful red-beaked 
and pink-footed bird which looked 
like a cross between a quail and a 
large pigeon was a Gambel’s par¬ 
tridge, a rare type, also known as the 
Arizona quail. 

The bird could have been an im¬ 
ported specimen escaped from an avi¬ 
ary or may have blown here. Strange 
birds often join migrating flocks and 
many types of birds fly to and over 
Florida both from the north and 
south. Mr. Shaw said he hoped that 
if the bird had escaped from some 
private aviary the owners would com¬ 
municate with him. Some Cuban quail 


and western quail have been imported 
into Florida in the past but none of 
the varieties have multiplied to any 
extent. A rare quail-like bird, some¬ 
times coming up from the keys, is the 
white-crowned pigeon formerly plenti¬ 
ful at Key West but now almost ex¬ 
tinct. The bird found here is blue 
with a white throat and a black bar 
over the eyes. The breast is brown and 
white barred. 


A Coast Guard officer must be a 
combination navigator, marine engi¬ 
neer, mechanic, police officer, life- 
saver, sea fighter, diplomat and inter¬ 
national lawyer. 
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MOTOR FUEL CARRIERS, Inc. 
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Submarines, according to Navy cus¬ 
tom, never cross the equator—they al¬ 
ways dive “under” it. 


Some telephone cables contain as 
many as 4,242 wires. 
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Inventive Genius Is Now 
.Sailor At Jax Air Station 

The full name now is Seaman Sec¬ 
ond Class Carl M. Brainard, Jackson¬ 
ville Naval Air Technical Training 
Center, but a short time ago in Holly¬ 
wood he was known as the “Wizard 
of Oz.” 

He’s only 22 but he holds so many 
patents he’s actually lost count of 
them. 

One of his best-known inventions 
is a super-modernistic auto which is 
currently being rented by Hollywood 
studios to use in pictures dealing with 
the future. 

His career as an inventor started 
when he rigged up a radio-telephone 
in the glove compartment of an auto 
which would enable him to dial any 
telephone within 20 miles and carry 
on a regular conversation. 

What’s more he could fix it so when 
his home phone rang, the device in his 
car would ring, also. 

There was no holding him from then 
on. He got a job in a Burbank, Calif., 
aircraft factory and right away began 
looking for new worlds to conquer. 
After watching maintenance men con¬ 
stantly replacing dead flourescent 
lighting tubes, he set out to find a way 
to salvage the old tubes. 

The medium he hit upon for ener¬ 
gizing the “dead” tubes was sound. 
He’d line up a bank of old tubes, play 
boogie-woogie on a phonograph, and 
watch the tubes begin to glow as the 
gas reacted to various keys. 

He is given credit for this invention 
in Radio and Television Weekly. 

He improved his fluorescent ener¬ 
gizer machine and out of it grew 
the “light organ,” used to reproduce 
in colors the tones of orchestral music. 

When he was 20 years old the roy¬ 
alty checks were pouring in and he 
built himself a home complete with 
all kinds of trick gadgets, such as slid¬ 
ing doors and trick mirrors. 

Then he invented the super-dooper 
auto of the future. It was so unlike 
any other existing vehicle that no one 
but Brainard could drive it. When he 
went to “boot” camp at San Diego, he 
had to have a friend come there for 
instructions in handling the contrap¬ 
tion so it could be driven back to Hol¬ 
lywood. 

He’s standing by for Aviation Elec¬ 
trician’s Mate School, and he’s also 
quite a versatile entertainer, having 
appeared as master of ceremonies in 
USO shows. 


INDIANS TO SCHOOL 

Kenneth A. Marmon, head of the 
Seminole Indian agency at Fort Myers 
has announced that 10 Indian children 
ranging in age from 10 to 19, would 
leave the Big Cypress reservation for 
the Cherokee Indian school at Chero¬ 
kee, N. C. The youngsters, chosen for 
their special aptitude will receive the 
equivalent of a high school training 


along vocational lines. The party is 
in charge of Mrs. William Boehmer, 
wife of the principal of the Brighton 
Indian school. 


SUPREME COURT REFUSES TO 
RECONSIDER BALLOT RULING 

The supreme court October 10 de¬ 
clined to reconsider its decision ruling 
off the general election ballot a pro¬ 
posed constitutional amendment that 
would have consolidated city and 
county tax offices and some court func¬ 
tions in Dade and Orange Counties. 

Attorney General Watson, represent¬ 
ing Secretary of State R. A. Gray in a 
suit brought by the city of Coral 
Gables attacking the amendment, had 
asked for a rehearing. 
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Hotels it* 

FLORIDA 



Hotel GEORGE 
WASHINGTON 

300 Rooms with 

Bath and Shower. 

Tha Wonder Hotel of 
the South. Radio and 
every known facility for 
first class operation. 

GARAGE In direct 
connection with lobby. 

RATES ... from 


Hotel 

MAYFLOWER 

300 Rooms with 
Bath and Shower. 
Famed for Its hospitelltf 
and favored alike by 
W inter visitors and Con*, 
mercial Travelers. Redi«h 
GARAGE In direct 
connection with lobby 

RATES... from $2.50 


1 Hotel FLAGLER now in War Service 1 



Hotel PENNSYLVANIA 

— formerly The Royal Worth- 
300 Rooms with Baths and Showers 
Open all the year. Outstanding hotel service and 
modern conveniences for discriminating guests. 

GARAGE service. 



Hotel GEORGE WASHINGTON 


200 Rooms with Baths and Showers 
Open all the year. Radio and every modem con* 
venience and service for summer and winter comfort. 

GARAGE service. 
k Reasonable Rates Posted in Every Room 


ROBERT KLOEPPEL MANAGEMENT 


The Army Ordnance plant at Evans¬ 
ville, Ind., produced 2,732,393,000 30- 
caliber and 45-caliber cartridges in 
1943. Laid end to end, they would en¬ 
circle the world 2 V 2 times. 


Britain provides the U. S. armed 
forces in England with 20 percent, by 
weight, of their food. 


"Tomorrow’s” Better 
Highways will be built with 
safe money-saving 

CONCRETE 



Based on indicated traffic needs, 
many states will build divided lane 
construction like this after the war . 


Modern pavements will be 
urgently needed when victory 
ends restrictions on driving. 
Reconstruction or widening 
with concrete will reduce con¬ 
gestion and driving time—hold 
down the accident rate—save 
vast sums in maintenance— 
insure community progress. 

Why You’re Safer 
on Concrete 

Concrete provides an even, 
dependable surface, sure trac¬ 
tion rain or shine, utmost visi¬ 
bility at night—qualities vital 
to the protection of you and 
your family on the road. 

Insist that your high¬ 
ways be built of 
concrete 

PORTLAND CEMENT 
ASSOCIATION 

Dept. Bll-37, Hurt Bldg., 
Allania 3. Ga. 

A national organization to improve and ex¬ 
tend the uses of concrete . . . through scien¬ 
tific research and engineering field work 


CONCRETE IS THE REAL 
LOW-COST ROAD 
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DEMOCRATS HONOR JOHNSON 

(Continued from page 11) 

the only affair of the day which enter¬ 
tained the visitors. At noon the Pen¬ 
sacola Interstate Fair Association gave 
a fish fry at the State Farmers’ Market 
at Goulding, when brief speeches were 
made by several, including Senator 
Hose and W. R. Helie, former Escambia 
representative in the house. 

In the early afternoon the visitors 
attended a dedication of the new State 
Highway Patrol substation in Pensa¬ 
cola. Johnson turned over the new 
headquarters, which contains office, 
sleeping quarters and radio equipment 
to Director J. J. Gilliam. State Sena¬ 
tor-nominee Dave Thomas acted as 
master of ceremonies. 

The headquarters are buildings once 
owned by the Pensacola Bridge Cor¬ 
poration. The bridge, through efforts 
of Johnson was acquired by Escambia 
County and made toll free. In cere¬ 
monies last year it was rechristened 
the Thomas A. Johnson bridge. 

The highlight of the banquet cere¬ 
monies was the presentation to John¬ 
son of the Escambia Democrats trophy 
by F. Glenn Wilson, president of the 
club. Byrd Sims, a past president- and 
head of the organization in the third 
district, presented Johnson with a large 
volume of testimonial letters from 
friends throughout Florida. 

Rev. Fr. Fred Hughes of St. Mi¬ 
chael’s Catholic church, which is John¬ 
son’s parish asked the invocation. May¬ 
or Walter E. Wicke of Pensacola made 
a brief welcoming talk. All the talks 
were brief, being 10 minutes or little 
more each. 

Frenkel then opened up on John¬ 
son’s boyhood, revealing that “Smoke¬ 
stack” had worn long golden curls and 
“little dresses” until he was 7 years 
old, and that he had taken violin les¬ 
sons from a Republican. At this point 
a violin was produced and Johnson 
asked to show his skill. Nothing 
abashed, the road board chairman 
clutched the instrument under his chin 
and played a few bars from an old 
practice tune “Peekaboo,” until the 
roar of the crowd drowned out the 
strains. 

Johnson’s first job was for the Louis¬ 
ville & Nashville Railroad, where his 
dexterity with figures quickly brought 
his promotion to chief clerk. Later he 
installed a record filing system in use 
to this day. 

In his youth, “Tommie” was an ex¬ 
pert baseball player and held down 
first for the Eagles, Frenkel said. 


Langford told of his instrumentality 
in bringing industries to Pensacola, of 
his work for the Bruce Dry Docks and 
for the Pensacola Shipbuilding Com¬ 
pany. The Johnson family, Langford 
said, always had been identified with 
the Pensacola waterfront and Tom 
Johnson is eager to see further Pen¬ 
sacola port development. 

After paying tribute to Johnson’s 
unbiased work as road department 
chairman, Governor Holland launched 
into a discussion of issues in the ap¬ 
proaching general election. He stated 
these issues briefly as follows: 

1. What course can we pursue to win 
this war as soon as possible? 

2. How can we vote to assure perma¬ 
nent peace? 

3. Which party will give us and our 
servicemen the best chances for a 
happy and prosperous life, with edu¬ 
cational opportunities? 

In answer to the first question, Hol¬ 
land lauded the leadership of the 
president as commander-in-chief and 
told of his struggle against Republican 
and isolationist opposition to prepare 
for defense and for war, if need be, 
back in the years before the war. He 
told how Republicans had opposed se¬ 
lective service and had wanted to 
send men home after a year’s training. 
“Think how this would have disrupted 
our Army and our Navy at the very 
time when we needed them most,” he 
said. 

The governor recalled that Franklin 
D. Roosevelt was assistant secretary of 
the navy when his opponent was a 
very young boy. He told of his fa¬ 
miliarity through the years with na¬ 
tional and international problems, of 


his world prestige among the leaders 
of other nations. “Shall we cast all 
of this aside, shall we reject a man 
taking a post-graduate course for a 
mere freshman?” he asked. 

To the third question, Holland gave 
answer with a citation of the social 
legislation, such as social security, un¬ 
employment insurance, security ex¬ 
change commission, guarantee of bank 
deposits, home owners loans and Fed¬ 
eral housing legislation, which he said, 
“our opponents now have adopted.” 

The governor stressed particularly 

r—~***—~*— - -- -- --- 
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the *‘G. I. Bill of Rights” which as¬ 
sures education and rehabilitation for 
the returned veteran and compensation 
while he learns or while he is seeking 
a job. 

‘The Democratic party is the party 
of humanitarianism,” % he said. “It 
places the welfare of men above mon¬ 
ey. Examine the two parties unbiased- 
ly and you cannot but conclude that 
the common man has the best oppor¬ 
tunity with the Democrats in power.” 

Even with the delicate racial issue, 
Governor Holland said, the South can 
expect better treatment from Demo¬ 
crats than from Republicans. He cited 
the race riots in Detroit and in New 
Yorlt as evidence that Republicans do 
not know how to get along with the 
negro. 

On the question of equitable freight 
rates for the South, Governor Holland 
lashed out at Dewey, Republican nom¬ 
inee. “We know what to expect from 
Dew'ey because he has placed himself 
on record before the Interstate •Com¬ 
merce Commission by protesting 
against a fair rate structure for the 
South.” 

Governor-nominee Caldwell ascribed 
to Johnson the qualities of loyalty, 
willingness to work, common sense and 
integrity and urged that these same 
qualities be built into the Democratic 
party. 

Urging individual members of the 
party to be loyal, Caldwell said that 
“we cannot improve it by jumping 
party lines or splitting tickets.” 

“As for myself, if I am ever tempted 
to split the ticket, I will quit the Dem¬ 
ocratic party and join another,” he said. 
“I would never be happy as a half- 
and-half.” 

Caldwell hastened to say that he 
did not approve of everything the 
party had done “but when you lay the 
two parties side by side, you find that 
Gurs has the best record and offers 
the greatest hope.” 

In accepting the trophy “with ap¬ 
preciation from the bottom of my 
heart,” Johnson urged the assembled 
Democrats to see that their people 
were registered and that they vote. 
“The only way elections are won is by 
polling votes,” he said with practi¬ 
cality. 

He then told how one vote had de¬ 
cided a treasurer’s race in Pensacola, 
how T a mayor had been elected by five 
votes and how a city councilman and 
a county commissioner race had re¬ 
sulted in tie votes. “Yet there were 
hundreds of persons qualified to vote 
who stayed away from the polls when 
they could have changed the outcome 
of those elections,” he said. “This 
show's how important every single vote 
can be.” 

Johnson said he had no doubt that 
Florida would go strongly Democratic, 
that, he would like to see the vote not 
only 'overwhelmingly Democratic, but 
also representative of a large percent¬ 
age of the qualified vote of the State. 


He recalled that under the Taft ad¬ 
ministration, the old Navy Yard in 
Pensacola, then a thriving industry 
had been closed and its machinery and 
personnel sent elsewhere. It was un¬ 
der the Roosevelt administration as as¬ 
sistant secretary of the navy that the 
yard was reopened as a naval air train¬ 
ing station, he said. 

“We in Florida cannot possibly hope 
to retain all of the Army and Navy 
and Coast Guard bases which we now 
have,” he said, “but I am confident 
that we shall receive much fairer con¬ 
sideration for these military establish¬ 
ments under a Democratic administra¬ 
tion.” 
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FOURTH ESTATE 

(Continued from page 24) 

in many a year, if not the very best 
the State ever has had, and he deserves 
the honor without question. Not only 
is he admired at home; he has, by his 
unswerving fairness, overcome the 
usual sectional prejudices and won 
praise from all parts of the State. 

The gathering of State officials here 
has another important purpose. It vir¬ 
tually marks the start of the Demo¬ 
cratic party’s State-wide campaign for 
the reelection of President Roosevelt 
and the election of the entire Demo¬ 
cratic ticket in Florida. The party’s fi¬ 
nance committee will hold its first and 
perhaps its only meeting prior to the 
election here today and we have no 
doubt that addresses at the banquet 
tonight will have some bearing on the 
party’s campaign. - 

The Democrats have no cause for 
alarm in Florida this year, in spite ot 
the talk against the New Deal in some 
quarters. The newly organized “Inde¬ 
pendent” party will carry little influ¬ 
ence with the rank and file of the 
voters, the majority of whom will re¬ 
main loyal to the Democratic banner. 

Even the Independents, whose names 
are unknown to most Floridians have 
urged their followers to vote for Mil¬ 
lard Caldwell and the whole State 
Democratic ticket, with one exception. 
They only oppose Roosevelt and Tru¬ 
man and Sen. Claude Pepper. Their 
vitriolic resolution charging “South- 
hating,” “communism” and “undermin¬ 
ing and destroying the American sys¬ 
tem of government” to the New Deal 
is likely to cause such reaction that it 
will lose rather than gain support for 
Dewey, Bricker and Miles H. Draper, 
Tampa attorney whom the Florida 
Republicans have put up against Pep¬ 
per. 

But the Democrats will do well to 
campaign for a full expression at the 
polls. As President Roosevelt pointed 
out in his Thursday night address, it 
is the duty and responsibility of ev¬ 
ery qualified voter to register and to 
vote in the general election. We in 
Florida, where Democrats are so pre¬ 
ponderant, are prone to take the elec¬ 
tion of primary nominees as a fore¬ 
gone conclusion and to fail to take the 
trouble to vote in November. The 
Democrats can be of real service to 
democracy in campaigning for regis¬ 
tration and voting by every qualified 
citizen. If this is done, we have no 
doubt of the result. 

Again we welcome these leaders ot 
Florida democracy to Pensacola. We 
wish for them a pleasant stay and we 
hope for them overwhelming victory 
in the election just ahead.—Pensacola 
Journal. 


IT HAPPENED IN FLORIDA 

(Continued from page 27) 

knocked Miss Ward down twice, 
knocked her out once, dragged her the 
length of the dance floor, stomped on 
her. When the manager protested, 


Rose removed a snoe, cracked him over 
the head with the heel. 

★ Mrs. Mary A. Moulton, 99, of Mi¬ 
ami, told police that a visitor had 
stolen from her home a picture of her¬ 
self taken many years ago in a frame 
100 years old. Tampa officers were 


puzzled by a deaf mute, 80 years old, 
who would write only a name; in his 
pockets were $90 in bills, $25 in coin. 


The first post office in the United 
States was established in 1639 at the 
home of Richard Fairbanks in Boston. 
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Transactions of Meeting of Florida State Road Department 

HELD AT ORLANDO. OCTOBER 12. 1944 


The State Road Department of Florida 
met in regular session at Orlando on the 
12th day of October, A. D. 1944, with the 
following members and officials present: 

Thos. A. Johnson, Chairman; Jack F. 
Townsend, James R. Stock Lon, O. G. Lind¬ 
sey, C. Fred Ward, Members; H. H. Baskin, 
Secretary; L. A. Fraleigh, Jr., Assistant 
Secretary; J. H. Dowling, State Highway 
Engineer; L. K. Cannon, Asst. Highway En¬ 
gineer; N. L. Bryan, Federal Aid Engineer; 
E. S. Fraser, Bridge Engineer; W. M. Par¬ 
ker, Engineer Research and Records; C. J. 
DeCamps, Engineer Right of Way; J. W. 
Allen, J. R. Slade, H. H. McCallum, N. S. 
Emery, P. L. Hoskins, Division Engineers; 
T. M. Shackleford, Jr., Attorney; G. T. Shan¬ 
non, Assistant Attorney; R. J. Waterston, 
Jr., Auditor. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

On motion of Mr. Townsend, seconded by 
Mr. Lindsey, the minutes of the Quarterly 
meeting held at Tallahassee on August 28 
were approved. 

APPROVAL OF CONTRACTS 

On motion of Mr. Ward, seconded by Mr. 
Townsend, the following resolution was 
adopted: 

WHEREAS, pursuant to due advertisement, 
the Department did on certain dates, as 
hereinafter indicated, receive bids for the 
construction of certain projects and for the 
furnishing of certain materials, as herein¬ 
after listed; and 

WHEREAS, the firms hereinafter named 
were and are hereby declared to be the 
lowest responsible bidders therefor, 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, 
that the action of the Chairman in awarding 
the contracts hereinafter listed be and the 
same is hereby approved, which said con¬ 
tracts are as follows, to-wit: 

Consiruciion 
Bids received Aug. 29 

8613-102, 361, Broward, R. H. Wright & 
Son, $68,718.61. 

4901-901, etc., 10 & 6, Franklin-Gulf, R. T. 
Gordon, $25,569.20. 

3615-102, 81, Marion, L. J. & W. L. Cobb, 
Inc., $89,698.34. 

7106-105 & 7102-107, 48 & 3, Clay, Duval 
Engr. & Contr. Co., $36,381.25. 

5804-901, etc., 10-115, Santa Rosa, Walton 
& Okaloosa, Smith Engr. & Const. Co., $21,- 
291.46. 

4608-901, etc., 52-10, Bay, Coggin & Deer- 
mont, $25,285.03. 

Bids received Oci. 3 

1301-112, etc., 5, Manatee-Sarasota, Cone 
Bros. Contr. Co., $18,778.80. 

1006-105 & 1007-103, 23, Hillsborough, Cone 
Bros. Contr. Co., $43,135.20. 

2910-103, 236, Columbia, Marion Contr. Co., 
$101,262.38. 

Materials 

Bid received Aug. 24 

WH Acct. 8431, Emulsified Asphalt, Smith 
Contr. Co., $30,800.00. 

Bid received Aug. 30 

WH Accts. 8432 & 8431, Tr. Struct. Tim¬ 
ber, T. R. Miller Mill Co., $3,232.41. 

APPROVAL OF SUPPLEMENTAL 
AGREEMENTS 

On motion of Mr. Ward, seconded by Mr. 
Lindsey, the following Supplemental Agree¬ 
ments were approved: 

DA-WC 24-A(l), 272-26, Access, Dade, R. H. 
Wright & Son, $650.00 Inc. 

Sec. 3615 Job 102, 81, Marion, L. J. & W. 
L. Cobb, Inc., $10,160.34 Inc. 

4802-104, 5705-105 & 5805-108, 1, 54, 37, State, 
Escambia, Okaloosa & Santa Rosa, Smith 
Engr. Constr. Co., $28,613.83 Inc. 

9310-108, 25, State, Palm Beach, Brinson 
Constr. Co., $0.58 Dec. 


DA-NR 10-B(1), 537, Access, Escambia, 

Smith Engr. Constr. Co., $8,268.91 Dec. 

APPROVAL OF MEMBERS' EXPENSE 
ACCOUNTS 

On motion of Mr. Lindsey, seconded by 


Mr. Ward, the following expense accounts 
of the Members were approved: 

Johnson, 6-6 to 7-15 __ $ 10.83 

Stockton, 8-27 to 8-28 __ 12.50 

Lindsey, 8-3 to 8-30 . 36.85 

Lindsey, 9-7 to 9-29 17.35 

Ward, 8-8 to 8-31 62.95 

Townsend, 12-3-43 to 6-8-44 128.30 


TESTIMONIAL TO THOS. A. JOHNSON 

On motion of Mr. Stockton, seconded by 
Mr. Townsend, the following resolution pre¬ 
pared by the Secretary under direction of 
Members Stockton, Townsend, Lindsey and 
Ward, under date of October 5, 1944, as a 
testimonial to Chairman Thos. A. Johnson, 
was approved and ordered recorded as a 
part of the minutes of this meeting: 

“WHEREAS, the Honorable Thos. A. John¬ 
son was appointed to the Board of the Road 
Department by Governor Spessard L. Hol¬ 
land and designated as Chairman thereof 
February 17, 1941; and 

WHEREAS, during a lifetime of public 
service Thos. A. Johnson has worked dili¬ 
gently and tirelessly for the cause of De¬ 
mocracy in Florida and during the period in 
which he has been a Member of this Board 
has worked in harmony and friendship with 
all of the Board in carrying out the duties 
assigned to him; and 

WHEREAS, during the War period many 
extra duties are required of the Chairman 
in helping in the War effort and particularly 
in dealing with military forces in the con¬ 
struction of roads and airports; and 

WHEREAS, it has come to the attention 
of this Board that the Escambia County 
Young Democrats Club has chosen Thos. A. 
Johnson as the recipient of a plaque recog¬ 
nizing him as the ou .standing citizen of 
1944 for service to the Democratic Party to 
be presented at a testimonial dinner to be 
held on October 7, 1944 at Pensacola; and 

WHEREAS, each Member of this Board de¬ 
sires to commend and endorse the action 
of the Escambia County Young Democrats 
Club, 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED 
that the Board of the State Road Department 
in a special order of business approved by 
each Member does hereby commend and 
endorse the action of the Escambia County 
Young Democrats Club in their selection of 
Thos. A. Johnson as the outstanding citizen 
of 1944 for service to the Democratic Party. 

DEATH OF WILLIAM E. POWELL, 

1ST. LIEUT. U. S. INFANTRY 

On motion of Mr. Townsend, seconded by 
Mr. Lindsey, the following resolution was 
adopted: 

WHEREAS, William E. Powell, Tampa, 
Florida, prior to his entering the services of 
the U. S. Army in February, 1942 was an 
employee of the State Road Department of 
Florida in the First Division; and 

WHEREAS, it has come to the attention 
of the Department that he was killed in 
action on September 17, 1944, thus paying 
the supreme sacrifice in line of duty in the 
service of his country, 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED 
that this Department deeply regrets the loss 
of this brave and loyal American and val¬ 
ued employee, and does hereby extend to 
his wife sincere and heartieit sympamy m 
her bereavement. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy 
of this resolution be furnished to Mrs. Pow¬ 
ell and that it be spread upon the perma¬ 
nent minute records of this Department. 


INVOICE FOR REPAIRS TO ANDREWS 
AVENUE BRIDGE—FT. LAUDERDALE 

On motion of Mr. Lindsey, seconded by 
Mr. Ward, the invoice for repairs to the 
Andrews Avenue Bridge in Fort Lauderdale, 
in the sum of $4,088.90, was approved for 
payment, pursuant to order of the Board 
under date of June 29, 1942. 

CANCELLATION OF PERMITS ALONG 
HECKSCHER DRIVE 

On motion of Mr. Stockton, seconded by 
Mr. Lindsey, the following resolution was 
adopted: 

WHEREAS, on the 20th day of December, 
1943, by Deed of Conveyance from the North 
Shore Corporation to the State of Florida, 
duly recorded in Deed Book 1015, Page 83, 
of the public records of Duval County, the 
State of Florida became vested with the 
title to certain lands for the use of the 
State Road Department in connection with 
the purchase of State Road No. 596, known 
as the Heckscher Drive; and 

WHEREAS, the State Road Department did 
subsequently, by agreement, permit certain 
persons to occupy portions of the said lands 
subject, however, to the revocation and can¬ 
cellation of the said permits upon giving to 
the grantees thereof 60 days notice in writ¬ 
ing of its intention to so terminate; and 

WHEREAS, it is considered to the best in¬ 
terests of the State Road Department that 
the said lands shall be cleared of all build¬ 
ings and other structures under the terms of 
the said permits, as soon as conditions per¬ 
mit, 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED 
that all persons occupying any portion of 
the lands recited above be, in accordance 
with the said permits, notified in writing 
that their period of occupancy is likely to be 
terminated at almost any time and that they 
should be seeking other locations off the 
State right of way; and further, in view 
of this fact no improvement expenditures 
shou-d be made by them for the reason 
that permits can be cancelled and revoked 
upon giving 60 days written notice directing 
that all of the buildings and structures lo¬ 
cated upon the said lands be removed in 
accordance with the conditions of the said 
permits. 

DELEGATIONS AND REQUESTS 
Belle Glade 

A letter was received from the Mayor- 
Commissioner of Belle Glade, enclosing a 
resolution of the City Commission, asking 
for the immediate betterment of Road 172 
from State Road No. 25 westward, at least, 
to the westerly city limits of Belle Glade. 

Brevard County 

The Brevard County delegation included 
A. Fortenberry, Chairman, ... A. Dunn, 
Commissioner, and Representative L. C. 
Crofton. 

Mr. Crofton thanked the Board for what 
has been done for them and commended 
Governor Holland for his wise selection of 
the men on the Board. He reported that he 
had worked out with Mr. Ward a survey 
on Road 219 down Merritt Island and that 
the Mather Bridge matter would be con¬ 
cluded within a few days. He made the fol¬ 
lowing requests: 

1. Attention to both ends of Road 219. 

2. A little more shell on Road 119 at 
Orsena. 

3. Hardsurfacing of a part of Road 219 
from Orsena to connect with present road. 

4. Continuation of improvement on from 
Wilson as far as the Coast Guard station. 

5. Application of tar on the 4 miles of 
Road 119-A up to Shiloh. 

6. That Road 140 north of Cocoa Beach 
should be refinished and have application 
of tar. 
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Mr. Fortenberry spoke in behalf of Road 
219 to serve the citrus section of tue county. 

Cross State Highway 

Those present as representatives of the 
Cross State Highway Association were: Lloyd 
Gahr, President of the Orlando Chamber of 
Commerce; L. D. Edge, Groveland, Presi¬ 
dent of the Cross State Highway Associa¬ 
tion; Andy Slaughter, Secretary, Orlando 
Chamber of Commerce; H. P. Leu, Director 
of the Highway Committee, Orlando Cham¬ 
ber of Commerce; Senator J. J. Parrish, 
Titusville; R. L. Dick Parks, Secretary, Ti¬ 
tusville Chamber of Commerce; Frank Rop¬ 
er, Mayor of Winter Garden; H. C. Brown, 
Mayor of Clermont, and I. F. Morris, also 
of Clermont. 

The Association thanked the Board for 
the surveys now being made over the route 
for the Cross State Highway, and requested 
that a part of the route be let to contract. 
Mr. Slaughter asked that contracts be let 
this year, if possible, on the east end from 
Signal Hill east, also from the Lake County 
line about 5 or 7 miles eastward. He stated 
this would eliminate some accidents and 
that the right of way matter could be 
straightened out. Chairman Johnson ex¬ 
plained the necessity for WPB approval on 
these projects, and outlined the problems 
confronting the Department in obtaining 
such approval. Mr. Slaughter stated they 
were willing to assist in any way possible to 
get the work done, including the securing of 
all right of ways required. 

Hillsborough County 

A resolution from the County Commis¬ 
sioners of Hillsborough County requested 
the reconstruction of that portion of State 
Road No. 5, lying in said County, between 
its intersection with State Road 79, south 
through Riverview to a point near the north 
boundary of Section 8, Township 31 South, 
Range 20 East, to conform to the remainder 
of the said road in Hillsborough County at 
the earliest possible time. 

Homestead's Request for Road to Cape Sable 

A resolution from the City Council of 
Homestead, Dade County, requested the co¬ 
operation of the State Road Department and 
the Boards of County Commissioners of 
Dade and Monroe Counties, respectively, in 
the maintenance of the road to Cape Sable. 

Leesburg 

A. C. Newman, City Manager of Leesburg, 
filed with the Board a map of the City of 
Leesburg and a resolution from the City 
Commission requesting that eight additional 
connecting link streets in Leesburg be desig¬ 
nated by the Department for maintenance. 
He also stated the City Commission had 
passed a resolution requesting a survey of 
an east and west designation through Lees¬ 
burg. Member Ward assured him that this 
latter request would be taken care of as 
soon as a survey party is available. 

Orange County 

E. D. Cook, Chairman of the Board of 
County Commissioners, reported that the 
Army has taken a part of their county road 
within the air base but that the by-pass 
road promised by the Army has never been 
completed, and he requested some help from 
the Road Department. The road in ques¬ 
tion is northeast of Lake Spier and extends 
west 1 mile to connect with a paved county 
road. He was advised that investigation 
will be made to ascertain whether Access 
Road funds may be secured for this work. 

Palm Beach County 

Chairman A. A. Poston, of the Palm Beach 
County Commissioners, appeared before the 
Department to pay his respects. 

Sebring 

Resolutions from the Chamber of Com¬ 
merce of Sebring, the Rotary Club of Se¬ 
bring, Sebring Firemen, Inc., and the Lions 
Club of Sebring requested repairs of that 
portion of State Road No. 8 south from Se¬ 
bring; that portion of State Road No. 67 
from Lake Annie to Venus; and that portion 
of State Road 32 from the Highlands County 
line to Avon Park and vicinity. 


Volusia County 

The delegation from Volusia County in¬ 
cluded Geo. C. Beck, County Commissioner, 
and John C. Deal and H. C. Allan, Citrus 
Growers. 

Mr. Beck requested the installation of two 
culverts on Road 4 at Turnbull Hammock 
in Volusia County, because those there at 
present are too high to take off the water. 

Mr. Allan and Mr. Deal supported this re¬ 
quest, and Mr. Allan stated that 1,000 groves 
are affected. 

The matter was referred to the Member 
and the Engineer from that District. 

Wauchula 

A letter from Mr. Latimer C. Farr, At¬ 
torney, presented requests from the City of 


j P. V. PROCTOR I 

! Lumber, Cross Ties and Piling J 
Benson Junction, Florida 


FT. MYERS 
BUILDERS SERVICE 

LUMBER & BUILDING MATERIAL 
Phone 86—P. O. Box 229 


HOTEL SEBRING 

SEBRING'S LEADING COMMERCIAL HOTEL 

100 ROOMS EACH WITH PRIVATE BATH 


Phone 380 for Prompt and Reliable Service 

HOLLYWOOD STORAGE & TRANSFER COMPANY 

BAGGAGE TRANSFER - PACKING MOVING 

HOLLYWOOD 21st & Filmore Sireet FLORIDA 


24-Hour Service 

SUNRISE MOTOR COMPANY 

FORD LINCOLN MERCURY 

305-325 South Dixie Fort Pierce, Florida 


OOLITE ROCK COMPANY 

PRODUCERS OF 

MIAMI OOLITE LIME ROCK—GRADES No. 1 AND No. 2 

P. O. BOX !75l MIAMI 


DRIVE IN TO THE 


ST. CHARLES HOTEL 

Catering to Commercial Men—Newly Ref urnished 


BON L. HAZLEWOOD, Manager 


PHONE 925 


FORT MYERS, FLA. 


PATTEN SALES COMPANY 

COMPLETE AUTOMOTIVE EQUIPMENT 

Featuring Bendix-Westinghouse Air Brakes and B. K 


MIAMI 


824 N. E. First Avenue 


Vacuum Brakes 

FLORIDA 


REPAIRING RENTALS REBUILDING ELECTRIC WELDING 

ACETYLENE WELDING MACHINE WORK 

DRAINAGE MACHINERY & SUPPLY CO. 

PARTS AND SERVICE 


Link-Belt Speeder 

Drag Lines - Cranes - Shovels 


John Deere 

Tractors - Implements 


Telephone 437—P. 0. Box 787 

Fourth and Boston Fort Pierce, Florida 
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Wauchula that Sixth Avenue in said city be 
widened and reconstructed. 

Also that when the road east of Wauchula, 
to the Highlands County line is improved, 
the roadbed be widened and straightened 
and a new bridge be put in at Charley 
Creek before the new pavement is laid. This 
latter request came from Kiwanis Club, the 
Lions Club, and the County Commissioners, 
as expressed in Mr. Farr’s letter. 

AUTHORITY AND REQUEST FOR 
RIGHT OF WAY 

Resolutions authorizing and requesting 
that right of way be secured were adopted 
covering the following projects: 

Alachua County Rd. 2-A, Proj. 5354 (Sec. 
2602), Stockton, Lindsey. 

Brevard County Rd. 140, Section 7006, 
Ward, Lindsey. 

Duval County Rd. 139, Section 7217, 
Stockton, Ward. 

Glades County Rd. 164, Hendry Co. Line 
to Harrisburg, Townsend, Lindsey. 

Hendry County Rd. 164, Pt. in LaBelle to 
Glades Co. Line, Townsend, Lindsey. 

Hardee County Rd. 2, Proj. 1045 (Sec. 0607), 
Townsend, Ward. 

Santa Rosa County Rd. 37-190, Proj. DA- 
NR 26-A(l), Stockton, Ward. 

RESOLUTION OF THANKS 
On motion of Mr. Stockton, seconded by 
Mr. Lindsey, it was unanimously agreed that 
the sincere thanks of the Board be expressed 
to the Chamber of Commerce of Orlando, 
through its President Lloyd Gahr and Sec¬ 
retary Andy Slaughter, and to Mr. William 
Day, Mr. J. E. Robinson and Mr. E. R. Cars¬ 
well, for the delightful supper party given 
at the Angebilt Hotel for the Board Mem¬ 
bers, the Engineers and other employees of 
the Department in attendance at the meet¬ 
ing; also to the Chamber of Commerce for 
the luncheon for the Board Members, and 
that this action be recorded as a part of 
the minutes of this meeting. 

ADJOURNMENT 

There being no further business at this 
time, the meeting was adjourned, with 
agreement mat the date for the next meet¬ 
ing would be set by the Chairman. 


F.T.A. WAR CONFERENCE 

(Continued from page 22) 

er’s worries—you still have to find the 
tire.” 

Listed as one of the main post-war 
projects of the association is complete 
cooperation with the national associa¬ 
tion in securing uniform weight laws 
among the forty-eight States so as to 
allow trucks to carry capacity loads, 
as is now being done in many States 
under wartime regulations. 

Walter L. Miles, executive secretary, 
Motor Carriers Southern Claim Con¬ 
ference in his talk to the group rec¬ 
ommended that all carriers handling 
COD shipments place these funds in a 
separate “trust account” so as to avoid 
confusing customers’ funds with op¬ 
erational accounts. 

L. S. Dasher, apprenticeship train¬ 
ing director, War Manpower Commis¬ 


sion commended the membership on 
establishment of several schools in 
Florida for the training of personnel 
and further urged that all companies 
cooperate with these schools. 

In closing its seventh annual con¬ 
ference the delegates proposed a mem¬ 
bership drive to increase the member¬ 
ship to over 2,000 active members. 


JURYMAN'S LUCK 

When the name of the plaintiff was 
called out in court, much to everyone’s 
amazement, he stood up in the jury 
box. 

“What are you doing there?” snap¬ 
ped the clerk. 

“I was called to serve on the jury,” 
was the meek reply. 

*‘But you must have known you 
couldn’t sit on a jury and try your own 
case?” 

“I suppose not,” admitted the plain¬ 
tiff ruefully. “I did think it was a bit 
of luck.”—Clewiston News. 


RECAPPING 

One of South’s Most Modern Plants. 
Large Stock, Used and New Tires 

HUMPHRIES TIRE & RETREADING 
COMPANY 
Fort Pierce. Florida 


JOE'S TIRE SHOP 

Recapping - Retreading - Tires 
Tubes - Batteries - Recapping 
USED TIRES AND TUBES 
1113 N. W. 7th Ave. Phone 2-2541 
Joe Gibson Miami. Florida 


Motor Supply & Equipment, Inc. 

19-25 W. Broward Blvd. 

Fort Lauderdale, Florida 

Automotive Parts - Equipment 
Industrial Supplies 


PHONE—Bus. 2 5294 

Do BOLIAC 

TRUCK SERVICE & EQUIPMENT CO. 
440 N. W. 29th St. 

— FLORIDA 


* 

♦ 

} MIAMI 


A Complete Line In Every 
Department 

MIAMI PARTS & SPRING CO., Inc. 
35 to 99 Northwest Fourth Street 
Miami, Florida 

Affiliate: Berner-Pease 
Miami, Florida 

Affiliate: Auto Parts & Equipment 
Company 

Fort Lauderdale, Florida 
Affiliate: Motor Parts & Equipment 
West Palm Beach, Florida 


j MILLS ROCK CO. 

j of Miami, Inc. 

j MIAMI ★ FLORIDA 


! 


BRANCH OFFICES—TAMPA, FT. MYERS, WEST PALM BEACH 

SOUTHEASTERN NATURAL GAS CORP. 


•-> 


MIAMI, FLORIDA 

FLORIDA’S OLDEST AND LARGEST BOTTLED GAS DISTRIBUTOR 


L — ------ 4 


WEDGWORTH’S 

BELLE GLADE, FLORIDA 


SEMINOLE ROCK & SAND COMPANY 

Producers of "FRESH WATER" Products 

Concrete Rock, Pea Rock, Sand, Screenings, Railroad Ballast 

1114 CONGRESS BLDG. MIAMI, FLORIDA 



A. O. GREYNOLDS CO., INC. 

GENERAL CONTRACTORS 
Dealers In 

ROCK - SAND SLAG - GRAVEL 

711— 25th Street—Phone 6912 WEST PALM BEACH, FLORIDA 
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This picture was taken during the visit of Mr. Johnson at the plant of Bordo Products Co., Winter Haven. Left to right, Eric C. 
Johnson, president United States Chamber of Commerce; Niels Bach, plant manager; H. C. Ketzler, president of Bordo Products Co., 
general office, 2035 Calumet Ave., Chicago, Ill. 


«ord 0 


U. S. GRADE “A” (Fancy) 


Product of Florida Distributed by 
BORDO PRODUCTS COMPANY 

General Offices—Chicago, Illinois 
Citrus Canning Plant—Winter Haven, Fla, 


CAMERS OF 


Grapefruit Sections, Grapefruit, Orange and 

Blended Juices 
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Winter Garden Citrus Grower’s Association 





CRANE, BULL FROG, SKY KING, MOR-JUCE, SEALD-SWEET BRANDS 

AFFILIATED WITH 

Florida Citrus Exchange - Growers’ Cooperative Marketing Association 

WINTER GARDEN 


P. C. Peters, Secy.-Mgr. 


FLORIDA 


FLORIDA EQUIPMENT COMPANY 


Of 

JACKSONVILLE 

1205 W. Forsyth St. 
P. O. Box 2127 
Phone 5-05G6 


Of 

MIAMI 

658 N. W. 6th Si. 
P. O. Box 1828 
Phone 9-2861 


Of 

TAMPA 

626 Twiggs St. 
P. O. Box 2170 
Phone M-1412 


ROAD BUILDING AND CONSTRUCTION MACHINERY 
STATE - COUNTY AND MUNICIPAL SUPPLIES 
MARINE ENGINES AND EXCAVATING EQUIPMENT 


SALES 


SERVICE 


RENTALS 


“We Cover Florida Like the Sunshine 99 





















































Keep Fan Belts 
Properly Adjusted 
—never too loose 
—never too tight! 


Your “CATERPILLAR” Dealer Is “IN THE FIGHT” Too 



F OR the successful conclusion of the 
present world conflict, it takes co¬ 
operation and resources of men at home 
as well as abroad. 

Your “Caterpillar” Dealer is in the 
fight too . . . helping to maintain irre¬ 


placeable “Caterpillar” Tractors and 
equipment so that they can continue to 
work for victory. Day and night his 
“Caterpillar” factory-trained service¬ 
men, in well equipped repair shops, pro¬ 
vide a variety of services—general in¬ 
spection and check-up, repair, rebuild¬ 
ing of vital parts and motor tune-ups 
—that add “new life” to your old equip¬ 
ment. 




Shelley Tractor-Equipment 
Company 


fiv THE SOUTH 

Burford-Tooihaker Tractor 
Company 

Montgomery, Alabama 

Burgman Tractor-Equipment 
Company 

Jacksonville, Florida 


When the “going gets the toughest”, 
road-builders can depend on “Cater¬ 
pillar” Diesel Equipment to do the job 
. . . for “Caterpillar” Equipment won’t 
ever let you down if you follow these 
four musts: regular INSPECTION; cor¬ 
rect LUBRICATION; proper ADJUST¬ 
MENT; early REPLACEMENTS. 
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